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‘In His right hand He held seven stars, and out of His mouth came a sharp two-edged sword; and His face was like the sun shining in its 
strength.’ Revelation 1,16 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

I once read an article about a man who lives in a certain part of New York where, for several months, the sun never shone on the part 
of the building where he works, as two skyscrapers were in the way. But this man found the one place where the sun shone at a  
certain time of the day for about a five to ten minute period. Each day he would stand in that one spot, just so he could get those 
five or ten minutes of sunshine. This shows you just how much we human beings yearn to be in the light of the sun - how much we 
need it for our wellbeing, for our soul. 

All life on earth is dependent on the sun. And just as sunlight gives life to everything on earth, God gives light and life to everything 
through his being and through his nature. He is the sunlight to our souls. He is the joy of our hearts. He is the Life Giver. 

The Sun, a rather small star, is about fourteen million degrees Celsius at its core and even though it is ninety-three million miles 
away, we can still suffer burns unless we take proper precautions, even on cloudy days. We all like sunsets, but every now and then, 
the sun rests on the horizon, right below the clouds, and becomes a glowing red fireball. When it's like this, we can't look at it. It's so 
bright, so intense, so blazing, that we have to close the blinds, close our eyes or turn the other way. 

God is like the sun in this way, too. He is so holy, so above us, so majestic, so glorious, so pure, so infinite in his being, so perfect, 
that it is impossible to be in his presence unshielded, face-to-face. If nothing else, the fact that the Bible compares God to the Sun so 
many times, should cause us to wonder whether we sometimes take Him altogether too lightly. How often do we reflect on his 
greatness, majesty and glory? Do we believe that his infinite power can manifest itself in our lives? Do we realise how stunning is the 
privilege of belonging to Him? 

No matter what we are going through at the moment, two things are for certain: The sun will always rise to mark the beginning of 
another day and our God will be there for us, He will never forsake us. 

 

Wishing you every blessing, 

Rev. Krystyna 

Reflection from Krystyna 



Reflection from Caroline Wickens 

Fifteen years ago, we came back from ten years working as mission partners in Africa. Much had changed in this country during 
our years away. For example, before we went, if you saw a roadsign marked ‘30’, you knew you needed to take it a bit steady, but 
the idea of actually driving at 30mph. or under wasn’t on anyone’s radar. Ten years later, all these yellow boxes had sprung up, 
and people were getting fined left, right and centre. And, not coincidentally, deaths on the roads had dropped. The rules, the 
ways we order our society, may be an irritation sometimes, but the benefit generally outweighs the drawbacks – and of course, 
we’re much more aware of all that in these days of COVID-19, when the rules develop so quickly as we learn more about the 
pandemic.  

This week’s psalm is part of Psalm 119, which could be described as a celebration of rules! 

41 May your unfailing love come to me, Lord, 
    your salvation, according to your promise; 
42 then I can answer anyone who taunts me, 
    for I trust in your word. 
43 Never take your word of truth from my mouth, 
    for I have put my hope in your laws. 
44 I will always obey your law, 
    for ever and ever. 
45 I will walk about in freedom, 
    for I have sought out your precepts. 
46 I will speak of your statutes before kings 
    and will not be put to shame, 
47 for I delight in your commands 
    because I love them. 
48 I reach out for your commands, which I love, 
    that I may meditate on your decrees. 

There are many words for ‘rules’ in this section: law, precepts, commands, decrees. The psalmist takes an inventive delight in 
naming the ways in which God shapes the people’s life. It’s very different from an understanding of faith which centres on ‘Thou 
Shalt Not…’.  

Why does God’s law mean so much to him? God’s law sets him free, because it provides him with a pattern for living life well. 
God’s law enables him to tell the difference between truth and falsehood, and to choose the truth. It gives him the confidence to 
speak to great and small alike, because he knows his words are not his own but God’s. It gives him compelling answers for his 
enemies. For him, and for many in the Old Testament, ‘the law’ is far more than a rule-book. It is a way of life, shaped by God’s 
word and reflecting God’s will.  

Jesus seems to have thought the same way. He told his disciples that he had not come to abolish the law – not one jot, not one 
tittle. Yet when people tried to restrict the lives of others by appealing to rules about the Sabbath, Jesus spoke out against them. 
For him too, God’s law is more than a rule-book. It is a pattern of life which enables us to live in freedom and confidence in the 
God who made us. It allows us to grow ways of behaving which are shaped by love and trust, and which keep us safe because 
they come from the one who made us and all creation. Like the Psalmist, we can give thanks for the law because it is one of God’s 
great gifts to us as we learn to live by its patterns and celebrate God’s goodness revealed through it.  

In Person Worship 

Our first in person Sunday morning 
worship last week was a successful and 
safe event so we will be continuing this 
type of worship. 

I have again attached the information 
on how to book your place for next 
week’s service at the end of the 
newsletter this week. 

We will also continue to live stream the 
services which can be easily accessed 
by tuning in on Sunday at 10:45 but 
clicking the following YouTube link- 

https://youtu.be/puoD4-NV2Qs 

Zoom Worship 

Caroline Wicken’s would like to invite 
you to the weekly Sunday evening 
worship on Zoom. To join at the usual 
time from 6pm to start at 6:30pm 
please use the following  details- 

https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/84344057526?
pwd=Z3d0ZW90TUlnZHdITktrZmtjZ3
grUT09 

Meeting ID:   843 4405 7526 

Password: 1901  

Or dial in on your mobile with the 
following number and codes- 

+442039017895, 

84344057526 #, 0#, 1901#  

Phone Worship 

Dial-in live worship every Sunday at 
2:00 pm - all you need to join is a 
traditional telephone! 

Our conference call services are held 
on Sunday afternoons from 2:00 until 
2:30 pm, but feel free to join us from 
1:45 pm  for an informal chat before 
worship where you can also share your 
prayer concerns. Each service includes: 
prayers, Bible readings, a short sermon 
and 1 hymn.  

Calls are charged at local rate and are 
included in network bundle deals. 

JOINING DETAILS ARE THE SAME EVERY 
WEEK: 

To join the service please dial: 0333 
0164 757 

Room number: 79317515 # 

PIN: 8347 #  

https://youtu.be/puoD4-NV2Qs
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84344057526?pwd=Z3d0ZW90TUlnZHdITktrZmtjZ3grUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84344057526?pwd=Z3d0ZW90TUlnZHdITktrZmtjZ3grUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84344057526?pwd=Z3d0ZW90TUlnZHdITktrZmtjZ3grUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84344057526?pwd=Z3d0ZW90TUlnZHdITktrZmtjZ3grUT09


Closer Despite Covid– With Janice Clark 

Thank you to Janice for sharing her answers to our Closer Despite Covid and letting us find out more about her life with us - 

Where did you worship when you were growing up? 

I spent the first 18 years of my life going to Lawton Moor Methodist Church, sometimes known as Button Lane. This is in Northern Moor in 
Wythenshawe. It was 5 mins from where we lived. I was quite involved which included being a Sunday School teacher, JMA Secretary and helped 
run the youth club. After becoming a Queens Guide I became a Brown Owl there. Colin Cooper was one of the misters there during my time! 

How long have you been coming to Withington? 

I think it is 11 years. I don’t think Jane Wild had been there long when I started going. 

How did you discover WMC? 

I spent a few years at Levenshulme Methodist Church before WMC and at that time Levenshulmes weekly church notices were being printed at 
WMC. I went to pick them up every Friday afternoon. 

Why is WMC important to you? 

I came to WMC from Levenshulme as it was nearer and more buses were running, rather than 
every hour. My aim was to help out where needed as I had probably done all roles in the 
Methodist Church. I started helping in the foyer coffee bar where I met both people from church 
and from the community. That was as far as help went, after that I needed the help when I needed 
surgery and there was very little I could do for myself. My family don’t live in Manchester so I have 
had to rely on my friends from church for their help of which I am really grateful. During the past 
few months I have felt lonely and to be able to pick up the phone for a chat or send a text has 
been what I have needed. I find it easier using pen and paper but I did get help to download zoom 
on my phone so I can enjoy more things. 

Tell us one of your favourite hymns 

There are many I like but to have a favourite it would have to be 469 in Singing the Faith. I watch 
the sunrise lighting the sky by John Glynn. This is a hymn we don’t often sing in church but this is 
sung nearly every year at a baby memorial service which I attend each year in remembrance of 
my little girl Helen who was born asleep on 18th September 1977. I attempt to start singing it but 
it’s not often I get to the end without the tears. 

One thing about yourself..... 

I was married in 1972 and split in 1998. I am more friendly now though. I have two children, 45 
and 40, but neither are in Manchester. I have had to learn to ask for help. It’s not easy. 

Prayer List 

This week we remember in our prayers- 

Those suffering financial hardships. 

Those who face an uncertain future. 

Those who are lonely  

Those facing redundancy 

Those who have lost a family member 
to COVID-19 

Hospital chaplains 

Kezia and Papa 

Thandiwe and Peter 

Cliff 

Cliff's Mum and Dad 

Georgine 

Christians in Pakistan  

Mercy 

Care home residents, 

Teachers and children returning to 
school  

Lectionary Reading 

Matthew 18:21-35 

The Parable of the Unmerciful Servant 

21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother or 
sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?” 

22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. 

23 “Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his 
servants. 24 As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand bags of gold was 
brought to him. 25 Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his 
children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt. 

26 “At this the servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will 
pay back everything.’ 27 The servant’s master took pity on him, cancelled the debt and let him 
go. 

28 “But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a 
hundred silver coins. He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he 
demanded. 

29 “His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay it 
back.’ 

30 “But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay 
the debt. 31 When the other servants saw what had happened, they were outraged and went 
and told their master everything that had happened. 

32 “Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I cancelled all that debt 
of yours because you begged me to. 33 Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant 
just as I had on you?’ 34 In anger his master handed him over to the jailers to be tortured, until 
he should pay back all he owed. 

35 “This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother or 
sister from your heart.” 



A bit of fun – Creation Sun Catcher 

Instructions 

1. Print the template onto card. 

2. Glue the template sheet to the back of a 
sheet of black construction paper. 

3. Cut out all of the white from the template. 
You will be left with the earth border shape. 

4. Place the earth shape onto a sheet of sticky 
back plastic, construction paper side down. 

5. Fill the inside of the continents with green 
tissue paper (or a brown/green mixture) 
and the oceans in blue tissue paper. 

6. Cover with another sheet of sticky back 
plastic. 

7. Cut out the earth from the sheet. 

8. Stick the earth to your window with double 
sided tape. 






