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DEAR FRIENDS, 

We are all familiar with the short saying: “April showers bring May flowers.” 

It is traced back to a poetry written by a man named Thomas Tusser in 

1557 who wrote “A Hundred Good Points of Husbandry,” which gave all 

sorts of advice about gardening.  The concept of “showers and flowers” 

may be one way to look at the seasons of Lent and Eastertide. First, we 

went through Lent, with its emphasis on soul-searching and spring cleaning 

of our hearts. Then, just as May flowers follow April showers (and 

sometimes snow!), the radiance of Easter breaks into our lives. The beauty 

and order of God's creation continually remind us to look at the 

“showers” of trials and suffering in anticipation of the “flowers” that will 

bloom in our lives because of them - the blessings of perseverance, joy and 

peace. We are all called to turn the "showers" in our own and other 

people's lives into "flowers" of hope and love. How? 

There is an old story about two pots. One was perfect in every way. The 

other had cracks and broken places. Each day a woman filled the pots with 

rainwater she collected and then carried them down the path to her 

home. The first pot felt proud that she never spilled a single drop. The 

other felt ashamed because no matter how hard it tried, the woman lost a 

lot along the way.  

One day the two pots overheard the woman talking with someone who 

lived nearby. The neighbour exclaimed, “The flowers along your path are so 

beautiful! What’s your secret?” The woman answered, “One of my pots is 

broken and the water that spills out helps the flowers grow every day.” 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 

 

We will be opening the doors of Withington Methodist Church for 

Sunday morning worship from April 4th- Easter Sunday. 

 

We will be maintaining the same protocols of social distancing and face 

coverings as when we previously opened. More information can be 

found later in the magazine. 

 



We are all like the second pot in the story. Our “April showers” can truly 

lead to “May flowers” because God sees purpose also in our brokenness 

and imperfections even when we don’t. He can also use the challenges and 

difficulties we are going through to bring forth beauty that will bless those 

around us.     

Wishing you a warm and sunny April, 

Rev. Krystyna 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A REFLECTION FROM CAROLINE WICKENS 

Can you imagine an event that would make the whole world rejoice and 

celebrate? Not the end of a war, for in any war there are losers as well as 

victors. Maybe the discovery of effective vaccines for COVID-19 created 

world-wide rejoicing in those first weeks, but already there are issues 

around distribution and my friends in Kenya and Zambia cannot access 

vaccination as we can here – and because of this inequality, my own sense 

of relief is undercut by concern for them.  

But today’s psalm imagines exactly this world-wide rejoicing. Psalm 117 is 

short and sweet, at only two verses:  

1 Praise the Lord, all you nations! 

    Extol him, all you peoples! 



2 For great is his steadfast love towards us, 

    and the faithfulness of the Lord endures for ever. 

Praise the Lord! 

For the Psalmist, there is just one reason for world-wide celebration, 

rejoicing which draws in all nations and all peoples. That reason is the 

presence of God among us, our God who is marked by steadfast love and 

faithfulness. The people of Israel knew God as one who stayed close to 

them whatever they did, however far they wandered from the law of life 

which God shared with them.  

And we share this psalm on Easter Day because today, we celebrate our 

God for the same reasons. On Good Friday, humanity turned away from 

God as never before. We took God and condemned him and tortured him 

and crucified him, because we could not endure the righteousness of God 

in our midst. We could have done nothing worse. But on Easter Day, God’s 

faithful, steadfast love brought Jesus back from death, to show us that 

nothing we can do will separate us from God’s love for us, alive in Jesus 

Christ. The stories of Easter tell us that we are held in the unending love of 

God. Mary, standing weeping at the tomb in the cool morning garden, 

meeting one whom she took to be the gardener until he said her name. 

The disciples, petrified behind locked doors, finding Jesus standing among 

them. Cleopas and his companion, grimly trudging home to Emmaus in the 

evening light, talking to a companion but not recognising him until those 

broken hands broke the bread.  Beyond expectation, beyond hope, Jesus 

was with them again, in ways that defeated explanation but left no room 

for doubt.  

In this time of ongoing pandemic, I was touched to receive a letter which 

the Post Office had franked with an inspiring quote from Cardinal Basil 

Hume: The great gift of Easter is hope. Yet hope is sometimes no more than 

empty optimism. The full quote explains that the hope of Easter depends 

on God’s goodness and steadfast, unshakeable love: 

The great gift of Easter is hope - Christian hope which makes us have that 

confidence in God, in his ultimate triumph, and in his goodness and love, 

which nothing can shake. 

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 



PRAYER LIST  

We remember in our prayers: 
NHS workers and Key workers 

Promilla, Noel, Urima, Aima, Hannan,  

Ann,  

Stella,  

The family of Barbara,  

Lizzie and family,  

Sylvain and family,  

Georgine,  

Ingenesia,  

Ann, 

The family of Phil, 

Millie, 

Ian, 

Audrey 

Glyn and Gaynor 

Thandi and Peter 

Muriel  

 

 

AN EASTER PRAYER 
by the Revd Michaela Youngson  

When everything was dark 

and it seemed that the sun would never shine again, 

your love broke through. 

 

Your love was too strong, 

too wide, 

too deep 

for death to hold. 

 

 



The sparks cast by your love 

dance and spread 

and burst forth 

with resurrection light. 

 

Gracious God, 

We praise you for the light of new life 

made possible through Jesus. 

We praise you for the light of new life 

that shone on the first witnesses of resurrection. 

We praise you for the light of new life 

that continues to shine in our hearts today. 

 

We pray that the Easter light of life, hope and joy, 

will live in us each day; 

and that we will be bearers of that light 

into the lives of others. 

Amen.  

 

   



WORSHIP WITH US 

Sunday Morning In Person Worship 

We have made the decision to open our doors once again for restricted in-

person worship at Withington Methodist. Just as before, we will only have a 

limited number of spaces available to allow for social distancing, and face 

coverings will be mandatory unless you are exempt.  

We hope that this will come as welcome news to many of you but please 

know that we will continue to stream the Sunday morning worship on 

YouTube as usual. The other resources below will also continue as a 

recommended alternative. 

If you would like to book in to attend in-person worship, or would like 

further information, please contact Richard- 0161 445 0804 or 

office@withingtonmethodistchurch.org  

Sunday Morning Live Stream 

Please join us in Sunday morning worship, in video format on YouTube- 

https://youtu.be/NzBM_XyYcxk 

 

mailto:office@withingtonmethodistchurch.org


Virtual Coffee Morning and Bible Study 

We have a virtual coffee morning every Saturday from 11:00 am and a 

fortnightly Bible Study every other Wednesday (6th and 20th January) from 

10:30 am which you can also join by phone. 

In order to join using a traditional or mobile phone: 

Please dial 0131 460 11 96 

You will be asked for the meeting ID: 841 4119 8605  

Press the hash key on your phone. # 

Wait a few seconds and press the hash key again. # 

 

Manchester Circuit Sunday Evening Service 

A warm welcome as ever to our worship tomorrow evening.  

The Zoom platform will be open from 6pm for those who wish to catch 

up with others from their church, and as usual worship will begin at 6:30.  

 

The joining details follow- 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84344057526?pwd=Z3d0ZW90TUlnZHdITktrZ

mtjZ3grUT09 

 

Meeting ID: 843 4405 7526 

Passcode: 1901 

One tap mobile  +442039017895,      84344057526# 

 

 



Daily prayer 

If you would like to receive a daily prayer via text message, please sign up 

by texting Krystyna on 0777 6121 679. You can unsubscribe at any time. 

 

Weekly conference call service 

Every Sunday from 2:00 pm until 2:30 pm, feel free to join us from 1:50 pm 

for a quick catch-up chat before worship where you can also share your 

prayer concerns. The service includes: a reflection/call to worship, prayers, 

Bible readings, a short sermon and a hymn.  

All you need to join is a traditional or mobile phone.  

Calls are charged at local rate and are included in network bundle deals. 

THE JOINING DETAILS ARE THE SAME EVERY WEEK: 

To join the service please dial: 0333 0164 757 

Give the room number: 79317515 # 

Give the PIN: 8347 #   

After giving the room and PIN number don’t forget to press the hash key 

on your phone.  

 

Reflections and written worship resources: 

If you are not on email and would like to receive a printed copy of our 

mid-week, end-of-week reflections or written worship resources for 

Sunday, please contact Krystyna on 0161 612 2668. 

  



NEWS FROM THE CONNEXION 

02 MARCH 2021 

Methodist Church stands in solidarity with Myanmar 

The Methodist Church in Britain is standing in solidarity with its partners in 

Myanmar following the coup that occurred in the country at the start of 

February. Since the coup, there have been violent scenes in the country, with 

protesters being fired upon and a growing number of deaths. 

The Myanmar Council of Churches has called for prayer and support in a 

statement of request that has been sent to churches around the world. The 

statement calls upon us to pray for justice and peace in Myanmar, requests 

the release of those detained by the military regime, action on the control 

of Covid-19 and an end to the use of force and discrimination. 

The Revd Conrad Hicks, Director of Global Relationships at the Methodist 

Church in Britain, commented, “We stand in wholehearted solidarity and 

prayer with our partner, the Myanmar Council of Churches, and wish to 

reiterate their call for an end to the violence and discord within the country.” 

The President and Vice-President of the Methodist Conference have 

released a prayer in response to the call for support: 

Lord Jesus we stand together with the people of Myanmar at this time of 

turmoil and unrest. 

We hold before you our sisters and brothers in the Methodist Church of 

Upper Myanmar. 

We pray for peace and justice for all citizens and for an end to division and 

conflict.  

We pray for your church in Myanmar and pray for your people as they 

shine the light of Jesus which the darkness cannot overcome, showing your 

love and compassion for all people.   

In solidarity with our partner, the Myanmar Council of Churches, we 

renounce the forces of destruction and despair and pray for your peace, 

hope, joy and unity to prevail. 

Amen.  

 



The Revd Richard Teal, President of the Methodist Conference 

Carolyn Lawrence, Vice-President of the Methodist Conference 

 

Statement of Request by the Myanmar Council of Churches 

1) We share the fears and serious concerns of all people in Myanmar over 

the Tatmadaw’s control of power following the recent declaration of a one-

year state of emergency in the country. We call on the Tatmadaw to 

immediately release President U Win Myint, State Counsellor Daw Aung San 

Suu Kyi, and others detained and request the pursuance of reconciliation. 

2) The State and the people of Myanmar are making decisive actions for 

prevention, control, and treatment of the Coronavirus Disease 2019 

(COVID-19) and working tirelessly to combat the outbreak. As we combine 

our efforts and resources to slow the spread of the virus, we stress the 

importance of keeping in mind the COVID-19 health and safety protocols 

so that we do not lose a soul going forward. 

3) We request all citizens of Myanmar to refrain from discrimination and the 

use of force among each other but instead, to take the responsibility to 

support each other and pledge the continuing efforts to take steps together 

to a brighter future. 

4) We thank all the support received from our friends around the world 

who realize the potential of Myanmar to be a free, democratic, and 

prosperous country. We request your support to help fill the major gaps in 

the overall development needed for the people of Myanmar. 

5) We call on people from all religions to bind our hearts together and 

remember in your prayers for our nation to attain justice and peace, as well 

as for development and hope. We request our fellow Christians to humble 

ourselves before God with an expectant heart to start fasting and prayer for 

our country. 

 

 



 

 



15 MARCH 2021 

Women’s safety: There is much to do  

Rachel Lampard, Team Leader of the Joint Public Issues Team, considers the 

way forward for women's safety following the death of Sarah Everard.  

It’s felt like a long week. Last Sunday, ahead of International Women’s Day, I 

watched the Netflix film Moxie with my family. In the film, a young girl moves 

from passive acceptance of casual, everyday sexism in her American high 

school to recapture the feminism of her mother’s generation. 

It’s a “feel good” film in the best sense, dealing with difficult subjects, but 

leaving me inspired to do better. It led to great conversations with my 

children, who were outraged by the sexism portrayed by staff and students, 

and left me giving thanks for the school education they receive in our small 

corner of the world. 

But at the same time, there was a growing sense of fear for a young woman, 

Sarah Everard, who had gone missing, not far from where I used to live. And 

then there are all the women we don’t hear about in the media. On 

International Women’s Day, Jess Phillips MP read in Parliament the names of 

the 118 women killed by men over the last year. On social media, women 

started telling stories of how they had experienced assault. The stories of 

how they had changed their behaviour because of the fear of what might 

happen. 

Not every man, but certainly every woman. 

Remembering all my own experiences with a sense of heaviness, I went out 

running early in the morning as I often do. I was aware I was always in a state 

of hyper-alertness, mindful of every person walking near me, watching out of 

the corner of my eye, being ready to change direction or speed up. I was 

grateful that I have already had the conversation with my older son about 

crossing the road rather than running up behind women walking along the 

street. And I had the heavy feeling in my gut that my daughter has all this to 

come. 

Why do we put up with this? Why is it “just the way things are”? Why are 

women told to take care, to stay safe? Yet again this is about the invisibility 



of women’s experiences, of the male norm. 

But then we come face to face with Jesus’s ministry. Jesus saw those who 

were dismissed by the society they lived in, or were told they had to put up 

with their circumstances: the woman who experienced non-stop menstrual 

bleeding; the woman at the well who had multiple husbands; the woman, 

dismissed by the men for who she was seen to be, who anointed Jesus’s feet. 

Jesus saw these women, he saw they were created in God’s image, and they 

were truly loved. He did not accept society’s norms – in fact he rejected the 

messages that he should not speak to these women or honour them. 

What norms do we have to overturn to make this a society where each 

person will feel valued? Where women don’t walk in fear? Where our 

daughters don’t need to be taught to fear? 

There is so much to do, but we can start with the very basic step of making 

crimes based on the hatred of women recordable. The Domestic Abuse Bill 

will be in the Lords this week. Amendment 87B has been tabled, with cross-

party support, which would require all police forces to record where crimes 

are motivated by hatred of women. Hostility towards women drives criminal 

offences. Instead of telling women that they should stay home at night if they 

want to be safe, this amendment will give the basic message that women 

should be able to live free from fear of harm from those who target them 

simply for who they are. 

Moxie showed how a group of girls (and some great boy allies) decide not 

to put up with being objectified and assaulted – and discover just how 

precious they are. Jesus’s ministry challenges us to look at the things we are 

“putting up with” – on our own behalf or more dangerously for others – 

and, through undermining them, see the value and worth of each child of 

God. 

Rachel Lampard  

Team Leader of the Joint Public Issues Team 

 

 

 



16 MARCH 2021 

Statement from Church leaders on the UK 

Government announcement on warhead numbers 

Church leaders across 7 denominations, including the Methodist Church, 

have today made the following statement following the publication of the 

Government’s integrated review of foreign and defence policies:  

“The Government’s decision in the integrated review of defence, security 

and foreign policy to increase the number of Trident nuclear warheads the 

UK can stockpile by more than 40 percent is a retrograde step that will not 

make any of us safer. 

“Our Trident submarines already carry warheads that in total have an 

explosive yield equivalent to hundreds of the bombs that were dropped on 

Hiroshima. It is immoral that the UK government is committing resources, 

which could be spent on the common good of our society, to stockpiling 

even more. 

“Over the last 50 years, the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty has restricted 

the increase in the number of nuclear weapons worldwide as well as the 

number of new nuclear-armed states.  This announcement puts those gains 

in jeopardy and weakens collective action on non-proliferation. Progress on 

reducing the threat from nuclear weapons will come through dialogue, 

diplomacy and principled action. The Government’s announcement today 

will complicate rather than aid this process. 

“The entry into force of the UN Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear 

Weapons is an encouraging development. As people of faith, we join with 

millions across the world who are working towards the elimination of 

nuclear arsenals. Living up to our responsibilities under the Non 

Proliferation Treaty would be a step towards realising that vision. We believe 

that ‘Global Britain’ should strive for peaceful and cooperative international 

relationships, and joint endeavour on climate change, global poverty and 

other challenges. This announcement takes us in a worrying and wholly 

wrong direction.” 

 



Signatories are: 

Most Revd and Rt Hon Stephen Cottrell, Archbishop of York 

Most Revd John Davies, Archbishop of Wales 

Revd Clare Downing, Moderator of General Assembly, United Reformed 

Church 

Bob Fyffe, General Secretary, Churches Together in Britain and Ireland 

Bishop William Kenney, Auxiliary Bishop of Birmingham, International 

Affairs Department, Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales 

Bishop Declan Lang, Bishop of Clifton, Chair, International Affairs 

Department, Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales 

Carolyn Lawrence, Vice-President of the Methodist Church 

Revd David Mayne, Moderator of the Baptist Union Council 

Paul Parker, Recording Clerk, Quakers in Britain 

Revd Dr Joanna Penberthy, Bishop of St Davids 

Revd Richard Teal, President of the Methodist Church 

Revd Lynn Green, General Secretary, Baptist Union of Great Britain  

 

16 MARCH 2021 

Reflecting on the pandemic a year on 

The Revd Richard Teal and Carolyn Lawrence, the President and Vice-

President of the Methodist Conference, have issued this message ahead of 

the anniversary of the first lockdown: 

“The past year has asked much of us as individuals, families and communities. 

For many hundreds of thousands of us it has been a time of immense grief 

for the loss of loved ones. For others the economic uncertainty and 

restrictions on our day to day activities have taken a huge toll on mental 

wellbeing. Others may be living with the effects of long Covid not knowing 

how long it will last. We pray that this anniversary will be a time of deep 

reflection, prayer and a time to process all that has passed. We also mark a 

solemn time in Lent just ahead of Holy Week.  As we begin the journey to 

the cross, let us take comfort in the knowledge that we are never alone, that 

Jesus is walking with us and that our hope lies in Him.  

 



24 MARCH 2021 

Report from the Methodist Council, March 2021 

The Methodist Council met online between March 20th and 22nd and 

opened with reports from the Strategy and Resources Committee and the 

Connexional Team. The Revd Tim Swindell was nominated as Connexional 

Treasurer and Chair of the Finance sub-committee for another two years. 
 

Strategy for Justice, Dignity and Solidarity 

 

The Council received the report from the Inclusive Church Implementation 

Group and commended the Strategy for Justice, Dignity, and Solidarity which 

aims for “a profound change in the culture, practices and attitudes of the 

Methodist Church so that all Methodists are able to be full participants in 

the Church’s life, so that this becomes not just something we say but 

something we live out in practice.” The strategy proposes that everyone in 

the Church uses this Strategy which contains various recommendations 

including comprehensive mandatory training for anyone in a leadership role 

(anti-racism, gender equality training and disability training) and mandatory 

actions for local churches, circuits, districts and the Methodist Council. The 

Council also heard the experiences of people within the Connexion who 

have experienced discrimination. The Council affirmed the report which 

stated: “We re-commit ourselves to taking responsibility for helping the 

Methodist Church to become the church that we believe God wants us to 

be.” The report will be revised in the light of the discussions at the Council, 

and presented to the Conference for its adoption and action. 

 

Model Trust 20 Policy 

 

Model Trust 20 permits sales of Methodist property to Methodist and non-

Methodist charities (for instance Housing Associations) at less than best 

price in certain circumstances and subject to conditions. The Council 

adopted an amended policy for these sales from September 2021. 

 

Council members heard that work is ongoing to consider permitting leases 

to Methodist and non-Methodist charities at less than market rate, and 

proposals will brought to the Council for approval in October 2021. 



Supervision Policy 

 

The Council agreed to recommend to the Conference a new policy for 

supervision which will replace the Interim Supervision Policy which ends in 

August 2021. It was proposed that supervision be known as Reflective 

Supervision to distinguish it from oversight, management and elective 

pastoral supervision. The Interim Director of the Ministries team, Paul 

Wood, told Council members that 665 people have received training in 

supervision and, in a recent survey, 76% of respondents said they had an 

improved connection with God’s presence and own sense of vocation and 

73% said supervision had improved their wellbeing and reduced anxiety and 

stress. Overall 88% of those who responded said they had confidence in the 

quality of supervision being received. 

 

The Reflective Supervision Policy is intended to run from 2021-26 with some 

lay roles and offices added to the policy by 2022. ‘Reflective supervision’ is 

an exploratory and reflective process in which one or more ministry 

practitioners covenant to meet together with a trained, resourced and 

approved supervisor to reflect on their vocation and practice and provide 

mutual support. 

 

The Council was also asked to recommend to the Conference that a review 

of the policy, including the feasibility of it being extended to lay roles be 

brought to the Conference of 2026. 

 

The Justice Project 

 

The Methodist Council were informed of a two-year project looking at how 

the Church speaks out on social issues and challenges injustices. It will be 

headed up by Rachel Lampard, who is currently the Team Leader of the Joint 

Public Issues Team, and aims to make the Church more effective in speaking 

and acting for justice and transformation. The project will run for 2 years 

and will report to the Council and the Conference during this time. 

 

Oversight and Trusteeship 

 

The Council received a brief update on the aspects of the work on Oversight 

and Trusteeship which fall under the responsibility of the Council. The 



Council agreed to recommend to the Conference that the minimum size of 

a local church be raised to 12 members (from six). Churches with fewer 

than 12 members will not be expected to close or to cease worshipping, but 

to examine creative ways of working with other local churches so they are 

not over-burdened with matters of trusteeship. The Secretary of the 

Conference told Council members these changes would help a large number 

of churches and circuits with the coordination of their mission. 

 

Reflections from the President, Vice-President and Youth 

President on their year in office 

 

On Sunday morning, the President and Vice-President of the Conference 

reflected on their year in office. The Reverend Richard Teal started the 

morning reflecting on Philippians 4 and the Vice President, Mrs Carolyn 

Lawrence gave the Council the highs and lows of her year as Vice-President 

in lockdown. She described how after her trip to Brazil, the rest of the year 

had been spent at her desk but that her and the President had managed to 

meet more people in the year than if they had been visiting in person. 

 

In the afternoon, the Youth President Phoebe Parkin was interviewed by the 

Chair of the Council, Jill Baker. Ms Parkin talked about the challenges and 

benefits she has faced carrying out her Presidency throughout lockdown and 

the impact of lockdown on young people, particularly around mental health. 

Other topics discussed were how to encourage young people to talk about 

their spirituality, and climate change. 

 

Review of the Youth President’s role 

 

Council members heard how the pandemic has had an impact on the work 

of the review of the Youth President’s role. The Chair of the review group 

asked for a year’s extension for the work which was approved by Council 

members. 

 

Methodist Schools 

 

The Council received the annual report of the Methodist Schools 

Committee. There are currently 66 Methodist maintained schools, 19 

independent schools linked to MIST and six primary schools within the 



Epworth Education Trust (formed by the merger of the Wesley and Acorn 

Trusts.) The report highlighted some of the outstanding work undertaken 

by Methodist schools during the pandemic including the development of 

anti-racist RE materials. Council members were told how schools had 

responded to the Covid crisis with those in economically deprived areas 

working to make sure families who did not have access to appropriate 

technology or Wi-Fi were catered for with paper-based work which was 

hand-delivered. When pupils returned in September 2020, schools delivered 

a recovery curriculum focused upon delivering mental health and wellbeing 

support alongside the wider curriculum. 

 

Mission Committee Terms of Reference 

 

In January, the Council agreed to work towards the establishment of a 

Mission Committee. It appointed a pre-Shadow Mission Committee, which 

now brought to the Council proposed terms of reference for the Shadow 

Mission Committee. The Committee will have responsibility for ensuring the 

mission and activities of the Methodist Church in Britain are in keeping with 

the response to Our Calling and agreed priorities. It will explore the 

challenges and opportunities faced by the Church for mission, local and 

global, in the multi-ethnic, multi-cultural and multi-faith context that is the 

society today. The Committee, to be appointed by the Conference, will 

report to the Council to enable the Church to develop and maintain a 

strategic vision for Mission. 

 

Reply to Memorial 6 

 

The 2020 Conference received a memorial from the Gloucestershire 

Circuit, concerning how the Church could reach net zero emissions by 2030. 

The Conference referred the memorial to the Council, and the Council in 

January discussed the issues in detail. The Council agreed to recommend a 

reply to the memorial, proposing that the Conference agrees an aspirational 

target to become a net zero Church by 2030, recognising that all parts of 

the Church will have to commit significant resources to making it happen. 

The response also proposes that that steps are taken to ‘green’ our 

processes with regard to property including ensuring that all building 

schemes take seriously the need to reduce carbon emissions and ensuring 

that manses become as energy efficient as possible. It also suggests that 



partnerships are developed with outside agencies such as A Rocha and the 

Eco Church programme to help achieve the target. 

 

Budget 

 

The budget was presented to Council members by the Director of Finance 

and Resources, Matt Tattersall, who told members that now is the time to 

start taking action in response to the impact of the pandemic on Church 

finances. In light of this impact and the decline in church membership over a 

prolonged period, a reduction of 1% in the District Assessment is proposed 

for 2021/22 (with further reductions in the Assessment of 2% and 3% in the 

indicative budgets for 2022/23 and 2023/24). This reduction in funding will 

be partly managed by running a deficit budget on the Methodist Church Fund 

in 2021/22 and partly by holding down expenditure at pandemic levels 

wherever possible. Mr Tattersall told the Council that these reductions are 

aspirations and greater detail on the impact of these reductions will be 

required. Members heard that it will not be possible to continue to run a 

deficit budget and these reductions will require cuts to expenditure. The 

Council adopted the draft budget for 2021/22, agreed that the remaining 

free reserve balance on the Epworth fund is used to contribute to the God 

For All Strategy and approved the five year budget for the God For All 

strategy. 

 

Deliverance Ministry 

 

The Council approved interim guidance for Deliverance Ministry which has 

been produced after the Conference asked for such ministry to be 

suspended pending updated guidelines. The guidance covers the 

authorisation, training and supervision of those seeking to engage in 

deliverance ministry. 

 

The Council will also ask the Conference to appoint an Interim Panel on 

Deliverance Ministry and the Faith and Order Committee will bring 

theological reflection in relation to deliverance ministry to the 2022 

Conference.  

 

 



25 MARCH 2021 

Churches and charities warn Government to act now 

to prevent more harm from gambling  

Churches and charities have joined together to urge the UK Government 

to act decisively and urgently in tackling the harm caused by gambling.  They 

issued the following statement ahead of the deadline for submissions to a 

review of the Gambling Act: 

“Our Churches and charities, which will all be making submissions to the 

UK Government’s Review of the 2005 Gambling Act, have united to call on 

the Government to treat gambling as a public health issue.  Gambling related 

harms affect families, communities, colleagues and friends as well as 

individuals, and can cause mental and physical ill health, indebtedness, family 

breakdown and most tragically may even result in suicide.  These harms 

simply cannot be tackled by focusing on individuals’ gambling habits or 

relying on individual organisations to provide solutions.  Instead the devolved 

and UK Governments must adopt a public health approach to prevent harm 

and address population level risks.  

One area where this is urgently needed is remote gambling.  The extent of 

internet gambling or advertising was barely imagined when the 2005 Act was 

passed.  It is a more complex environment with people able to gamble almost 

anywhere and at anytime.  Government needs to use this opportunity to 

require the gambling industry to implement measures, such as caps on 

expenditure or losses with the aim of reducing risks of gambling-related 

harm.  

As Churches and charities, we have all expressed a particular concern for 

children, teenagers and young adults, who are especially vulnerable to the 

harms caused by gambling.  We are calling for gambling advertising to be 

dramatically reduced or banned altogether, and for unethical marketing 

practices to be identified and prevented.  We have all welcomed plans to 

increase the age limit on the National Lottery, called for this to be extended 

across all lottery products, and for an end to the anomaly that children are 

still allowed to gamble on Category D gaming machines.  Gambling is an 

adult activity, and a regulated industry must not be allowed to entice or 



market to children, or to provide any gambling products for them. 

We have also re-iterated calls for the UK Government to use the powers 

given in the 2005 Act to introduce a compulsory levy on the industry to pay 

for the treatment of gambling related harm, independent research and 

preventative measures, including education and public awareness campaigns.  

It is not acceptable that so many charities and organisations providing help 

and support still have to rely on gambling industry donations. 

As Churches and charities, we urge Government to act immediately to 

prevent further gambling related harm.  The UK Government is only seeking 

evidence at this stage, and action on any of these issues may be left for many 

months even years.  In the meantime, more children, young adults, families 

and others will suffer harm and damage.  Our society cannot afford to delay.” 

Ends 

The signatories to the statement are: 

The Baptist Union of Great Britain 

The Church of England 

The Church of Scotland, 

The Methodist Church 

The United Reformed Church 

The Evangelical Alliance 

Quaker Action on Alcohol and Drugs  

 



25 MARCH 2021 

Methodist Church to start major new project on being 

a justice-seeking Church 

The Methodist Church is to commit to a two-year project looking at how 

the Church speaks out on social issues and challenges injustices. The project 

will be led by Rachel Lampard and aims to make the Church more effective 

in speaking and acting for justice and transformation. 

Rachel Lampard, who will shortly move to this secondment from her role as 

Team Leader of the Joint Public Issues Team said: “I am excited to be part of 

this project listening to Methodists and those beyond our church, including 

those who are sometimes unheard; discerning the values upon which our 

commitment to justice can be based; and acting to help Methodists use these 

resources to speak and act on issues of justice. 

“I hope and pray that this will be a project which engages people from 

around the Connexion and leaves us all with a deeper passion for God’s 

justice in the world.” 

The Methodist Church’s Head of Mission Jude Levermore said: “The world 

is living in a time of huge change with domestic and global injustices being 

revealed and intensified. Methodists have long been committed to working 

for justice. At this time when the Methodist Church is responding to Our 

Calling through the Methodist Way of Life and the God for All strategy, it is 

a crucial moment for us to renew our own voice as a justice-seeking church.” 

 

Notes: 

The project will run for 2 years and will report to Methodist Council and 

Methodist Conference during this time. More details of the consultations 

will be available on www.methodist.org.uk over time. 

Rachel Lampard has worked for the Methodist Church as Secretary for 

Parliamentary and Political Affairs since 2000 with responsibility for the 

Church’s engagement with political issues in a range of areas. She was a 

Commissioner with the Gambling Commission, responsible for regulating 



the gambling industry in the public interest, for 9 years. She was the Vice-

President of the Methodist Conference 2016/17. 

The Joint Public Issues Team works for peace and justice on behalf of the 

Methodist Church, the Baptist Union of Great Britain, the Church of 

Scotland and he United Reformed Church. 

Simeon Mitchell, currently JPIT Deputy Team Leader and Church and Society 

Secretary for the United Reformed Church will take over as interim JPIT 

Team Leader. Simeon is a Methodist Local Preacher and Church and Circuit 

Steward in the Oxford Circuit. An interim Deputy Team Leader will be 

recruited by the Methodist Church 

 

29 MARCH 2021 

An Update on the 2021 Methodist Conference  

The Conference Arrangements Committee has reviewed its plans for the 

2021 Conference in the light of the Government’s roadmap out of lockdown. 

Given that the Government’s roadmap anticipates that no earlier than 21 

June all legal limits on social contact can be removed, the Committee has 

decided to work towards the Conference going ahead at the Hilton 

Birmingham Metropole between 24 June and 1 July. 

After consultation with the venue, the Committee is confident that the 

Conference can take place safely. There will be an option for those who are 

unable to travel to Birmingham to take part in the Conference online and 

more details about this will be released in the coming weeks. 

The Committee has made the difficult decision not to hold the exhibition 

and fringe events which normally take place in person. It is likely that the 

numbers of visitors and guests will be restricted and decisions about that 

will be made in the coming weeks. 

Further statements will be made as the Government reviews the roadmap 

and those personally affected by these decisions will be contacted by letter 

or e-mail no later than 18 April.   



EASTER DISPLAY 

Thank you to John Shuttleworth and Heather Steward for sending some 

photos of the new display in the church porch to celebrate Easter. It’s lovely 

to see our Easter banner making an appearance- a welcome piece of 

familiarity in what seems like an unfamiliar world! 

 

 

 

  



THANK YOU FOR READING!  

 

 
 

The next magazine will be out on the 2nd May. 

Weekly newsletters will be out every Sunday on the Withington 

Methodist Church Facebook Group and via email. 

 

If you have anything you would like to contribute to next month’s 

magazine, or the weekly newsletters please pass it on to Caroline Fielding - 

withingtonmethodistnews@gmail.com 

 

If you would like to receive a emailed copy of the magazine or 

newsletter please email - withingtonmethodistnews@gmail.com 

mailto:withingtonmethodistnews@gmail.com
mailto:withingtonmethodistnews@gmail.com


Withington Methodist Church 

 

439 Wilmslow Road, Withington, Manchester, M20 4AN 

Office Tel: 0161 445 0804  email: wmcoffice@btconnect.com 

www.withingtonmethodistchurch.org 

 

Editor: Caroline Fielding/ Giselle du Toit - withingtonmethodistnews@gmail.com 

Minister: Rev Krystyna Kwarciak 

 

Sunday Services 

 

Morning Worship* : 10:45 am 
*booking required 

 

Regular Activities 

 

Monday Monday Monkeys – 10:00am - 11:30am 

Tuesday Tuesday Tots – 10:00am - 12 noon 

 Tuesday morning coffee fellowship see inside cover 

Wednesday Rainbows – 5:30 - 6:30pm 

 Brownies – 6:30 - 8:00pm 

Thursday Needles & Yarns craft group – 2-4pm 

Friday Men's Club – 2:00 - 4:30pm 

Saturday Contact Centre – 2:30 - 4:30pm 

  

About Withington Methodist Church 
We are a community of people who meet to worship God every Sunday morning and evening (see 

inside cover for details). Our services are open to all. At our morning service, we have both a crèche 

and Junior Church available for children ('All Age Worship' will only have the crèche as older children 
are welcomed into the main service). 

During the week we have various other activities & organisations meeting at our premises. We have 

two toddler groups a week and are open weekday mornings for anyone to have a coffee and a chat. 

Our craft group meets on Thursday afternoons for anyone who wants to bring a craft or learn a new 

one. We have various rooms available for hire for anything from a once off hourly basis to a long term 

let, please speak to the Church Office for details, or email withingtonmethodistnews@gmail.com. 
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