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‘For you know that when your faith is tested, your endurance has a chance to 

grow. So let it grow, for when your endurance is fully developed, you will be 

perfect and complete, needing nothing’  James 1, 2–3  
 

DEAR FRIENDS, 
 

In her internationally famous book ‘Grit: The Power and Passion of 

Perseverance the author, Angela Duckworth, explains why some people 

succeed in life while others don’t. 

Her research includes students, educators, athletes and businesspeople. 

The secret she discovered was a special blend of passion and persistence 

that she calls ‘grit.’ For instance, some of us might have passion but not 

persistence, others might be very intelligent, but might not have grit. 

Several Christian authors apply this theory to spiritual growth as well. 

Christians who want to win the race of life need spiritual grit. We need to 

run fast and never give up, if we fall behind, we need to run faster and rise 

up against the odds. The writer of the letter to the Hebrews encourages us 

to ‘run with endurance the race God has set before us’ 

The word the writer used here for endurance comes from the Greek 

word hupomoné, which means patient persistence. It can also be translated 

as determination, perseverance, fighting spirit. It’s the equivalent of spiritual 

grit.  

And where do we get this spiritual grit that we need to run the race of 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 

We are pleased to be able to commence in person Sunday morning 

worship at Withington Methodist Church.  

Booking will be required to attend in person as we only have limited 

space due to social distancing measures. However, if you would prefer 

not to attend in person you can still tune in to the weekly service live 

on YouTube. 

 

To book your place for Sunday morning worship please ring 445 0804 

and leave a message or email office@withingtonmethodistchurch.org  

mailto:office@withingtonmethodistchurch.org


life? 

We get it from trials and hardship. James 1 tells us: ‘Dear brothers and 

sisters, when troubles of any kind come your way, consider it an 

opportunity for great joy. For you know that when your faith is tested, 

your endurance (hupomoné) has a chance to grow’. 

Our spiritual endurance, spiritual grit, grows through the testing of our 

faith. 

Maybe in the past six months you have prayed: “Lord, I want to be stronger, 

please give me the strength I need to endure this situation.” And then 

another trial, another problem came your way and you thought to yourself: 

‘There’s been a misunderstanding, I didn’t say I wanted more problems, I 

said that I wanted to be stronger.”  

Meanwhile God said: ‘Exactly.’ 

The problems we face can be compared to God’s gym, your muscles ache 

and are sore immediately after workout, but in the long run they recover, 

build and repair.  Their strength and stamina improves and you get stronger. 

Wishing you every blessing, 

Rev. Krystyna 
 

A REFLECTION FROM CAROLINE WICKENS 

My father was a furniture-maker. Sometimes he was able to sell what he 

made, but often he made pieces for the family home – a dining table, a 

chest of drawers. He was a perfectionist, making sure his pieces were 

beautiful as well as fit for purpose, and as well-made round the back as at 

the front. His work tells you a lot about what sort of man he was.   

Quite recently, my mother came across some notebooks in which he had 

written reflections on his life, as he grew older. It was fascinating, and 

sometimes very moving, to read about why he had made certain choices 

and decisions, to be reminded of conversations we’d had and to recall his 

characteristic thought processes. His writings too bring back so many 

memories about the kind of man he was.  



This week, our lectionary invites us to read Psalm 19. This psalm offers a 

similar approach to one of life’s big questions: how do we know about 

God? It offers two answers: look at what God has made, and look at the 

way God orders life.  

This is how the psalm begins: 

The heavens are telling the glory of God; 

    and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. 
2 Day to day pours forth speech, 

    and night to night declares knowledge. 
3 There is no speech, nor are there words; 

    their voice is not heard; 
4 yet their voice goes out through all the earth, 

    and their words to the end of the world. 

Whether it’s the blue and gold of midsummer, or a star-studded midnight 

sky, the psalmist invites us to look up and ask ourselves, what does this tell 

us about the one who created it? Even a day of grey cloud, like today, 

shows us a God who shapes the world in all its variety, while the wind 

whispers or roars in support. Paul made the same point in writing to the 

Christians in Rome: 

‘Since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities – his eternal 

power and divine nature – have been clearly seen, being understood from 

what has been made’ (Romans 1:20).  

Then the psalm goes on to highlight the second key source for our 

knowledge of God: the law.  

The law of the Lord is perfect, 

    reviving the soul; 

the decrees of the Lord are sure, 

    making wise the simple. 

We may find it surprising that the psalmist is so enthusiastic about the law 

– many folk stand firmly with Mr.Bumble, from Charles Dickens’ Oliver 

Twist: ‘the law is a ass’. But God’s law is broader than the laws of any land. It 

might be described as the pattern for living, or the rhythm of life, and it is a 

delight to heart and tongue: 



More to be desired are they than gold, 

    even much fine gold; 

sweeter also than honey, 

    and drippings of the honeycomb. 

God’s law reveals to us who and what God is, and therefore we cannot 

value it too highly. How do we discover more about God? We look to the 

beauty of God’s creation and the order of God’s mind, revealed in God’s 

world – and if we find ourselves out of kilter, we can ask God to realign us 

through the gift of forgiveness and love: 

Moreover by them is your servant warned; 

    in keeping them there is great reward. 

 But who can detect their errors? 

    Clear me from hidden faults. 

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 

    be acceptable to you, 

    O Lord, my rock and my redeemer. 

 

PRAYER LIST 

We remember in our prayers: 

Those who face an uncertain future.  

Those who are lonely   

Those facing redundancy  

Teachers and children returning to school   

People with no recourse to public funds,   

Asylum seekers facing deportation  

Thandiwe and Peter,  

Cliff,  

Cliff's parents,  

Phil,  

Simon,  

Stella,  

Robbie,  

Barbara,  

Georgine   



UPDATE ON WORSHIP AT WITHINGTON 

METHODIST CHURCH 

We’re back! 

It has been wonderful to be back inside our lovely church to worship with 

those of our congregation that have missed in our in-person services. 

Although our in-person services aren’t exactly how they used to be; for 

example no singing allowed, seats have been laid out at safe distances, it’s 

amazing how quickly things become normal. It has been nice to provide 

another option for worship to continue to support our broad church 

community.  

If you would like to join us for a future service at Withington in person, 

please book by calling 445 0804 and leaving a message or email 

office@withingtonmethodistchurch.org or tune into this week’s service live 

at 10:45 on YouTube here- https://youtu.be/ei9eHKZplwA 

A big thank you to Caroline Wickens, Krystyna Kwarciak, Nick Palfreyman 

and Al Lowe for providing us with some wonderful services over the past 

month. 

If you missed out on any of these services or want to re-watch them you 

can find them all on our YouTube page here- 

www.youtube.com/channel/UC9yU_dFLMRKThwduhi3T2sA 

 

https://youtu.be/ei9eHKZplwA
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9yU_dFLMRKThwduhi3T2sA


BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

This October, there are a couple of Black History Month Heritage talks on 

Zoom from Englesea Brook Chapel and Museum. If you would like to join 

either of these online events please email Ruth Hilton and she will send you 

the Zoom invite- engleseabrookproject@outlook.com  

Saturday 17th October 

Primitive Methodist Missions to Africa 150 years on 

Dr Bunmi Olayisade, the Africa Partnership co-ordinator of the Methodist 

Church, will talk about her recent visit to Fernando Po and discuss ‘Primitive 

Methodist Missions to Africa 150 years on’. 

Saturday 31st October 

Primitive Methodism in Nigeria 

Speaker: Dr Ekebuisi, a Nigerian Methodist Church historian 

 

A Prayer for Black History Month 

God of Grace,  

We pause now to remember those stories that are all around us, 

But so often passed over, 

Those stories that when told are shared because 

Of what someone is, not who they are. 

This month in our nation’s character 

Is Black History month. 

Help us to realize that Black history is 

All our histories. 

May the day come when these stories 

Are so wildly taught that no month need 

Be separately divided. 

We know this day will not come until we as a people 

Make different choices. 

We pray now for those new choices. 



May we come to see a day where the prison system 

Becomes redemptive, not punitive. 

A day where the legal system learns to focus more squarely on the facts, 

And the not colours of our skin. 

A day where our schools are as well funded, as the needs demand. 

May our role models be allowed to excel when they thrive, 

And not be taken down for their rich heritage. 

We know this will require a shift in power. 

And this can be scary for some. 

Give those full of fear – hope. 

May we come to know grace, 

So that our hearts will not be hardened to the pain around us. 

There are so many beautiful stories needing to be told. 

And we need to get the chance to hear them. 

Widen our vision so that the history that is shared this month, 

And every month, 

Come to be known as everyone’s history. 

We are most human when we see the humanity in others. 

Amen 

 

YEAR OF PRAYER 

Resources for the Year of Prayer 

Why a Year of Prayer? 

The Conference has declared 2020/2021 a year of prayer so that our Church-

wide commitments to evangelism, church growth, church at the margins, and 

pioneering and church planting will flow from a deep, contemplative orientation 

to God’s grace and love. 

Be part of this movement of prayer as we ask the Holy Spirit to help us be a 

growing, evangelistic, inclusive, justice-seeking Church of gospel people.  

Weekly Online Prayer Meeting - Tuesdays at 12.45pm 

Join others across the Methodist Church to pray together every Tuesday from 

12.45 to 1.00pm.  

 



You can register to attend these prayer events here: 

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIocuuorTgqGtKiDOy-HII7hUICGSIaxMEz 

When you register for all future prayer meetings, you will receive an email 

containing a zoom link that will be the one you use from now on. It's important 

to keep the email somewhere you'll be able to find it each week, and add the 

event to your calendar if you are able to. 

Please note: If you're having trouble finding your registration email, please 

check your spam/junk folder as it may have gone in there. 

Please note: The meeting will be live-streamed to Facebook. If you don't want 

to be visible on Facebook during the meeting please turn off your video. 

Alternatively you can join the weekly prayer meeting on Facebook Live here: 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/MethodistChurchinBritain/videos/  

From September you will also be able to view past prayer meetings here. 

This online experience will draw on the diversity of Methodist traditions to help 

the whole Church pray together. Each week, different leaders will share 

Scripture, offer testimony, and creatively lead participants deeper into prayer. 

This may include praying with images, with music, in silence, with poetry, 

liturgically, or in free prayer. 

Other Ways to Pray 

Wherever we are, we are called to prayer, which is “oxygen for the soul” and “a 

conversation of the heart with God”. Alternative resources and suggestions for 

how to pray for different aspects can be found at the links below- 

Praying in your district, circuit or church: https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-

work/our-work-in-britain/evangelism-growth/year-of-prayer/praying-in-your-

district-circuit-or-church/ 

Praying individually: 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-work/our-work-in-britain/evangelism-

growth/year-of-prayer/praying-individually/ 

Praying the breakthrough prayer: 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-work/our-work-in-britain/evangelism-

growth/year-of-prayer/praying-the-breakthrough-prayer/ 

  

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIocuuorTgqGtKiDOy-HII7hUICGSIaxMEz
https://www.facebook.com/pg/MethodistChurchinBritain/videos/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-work/our-work-in-britain/evangelism-growth/year-of-prayer/praying-in-your-district-circuit-or-church/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-work/our-work-in-britain/evangelism-growth/year-of-prayer/praying-in-your-district-circuit-or-church/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-work/our-work-in-britain/evangelism-growth/year-of-prayer/praying-in-your-district-circuit-or-church/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-work/our-work-in-britain/evangelism-growth/year-of-prayer/praying-individually/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-work/our-work-in-britain/evangelism-growth/year-of-prayer/praying-individually/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-work/our-work-in-britain/evangelism-growth/year-of-prayer/praying-the-breakthrough-prayer/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-work/our-work-in-britain/evangelism-growth/year-of-prayer/praying-the-breakthrough-prayer/


NEWS FROM THE CONNEXION 

16 SEPTEMBER 2020 

New Youth President Welcomed 

Phoebe Parkin became the new Methodist Youth President in a welcome 

service that took place at Wellington Methodist, Telford on Sunday the 13 

September. The socially distanced service was live streamed across the 

internet. Phoebe, 18, was elected at 3Generate, the Methodist Children and 

Youth Assembly, held in Southport last November. 

The Methodist Youth President is a salaried position, working full-time for 

one year. The role normally involves travelling across the UK and overseas, 

meeting and representing the young Methodist people, ensuring that their 

voices are heard. Due to the pandemic, Phoebe will be carrying out her 

duties in other ways, such as through the recently launched 3Generate 365 

which replaces the annual, physical Children and Youth Assembly with online 

and local activities for the year. 

Phoebe commented; “It was a very moving experience and having the service 

livestreamed on the internet enabled many more people to watch and be 

part of the afternoon. 

“I’m really looking forward to meeting new people and helping to build God’s 

Kingdom. I am excited to start this new chapter of my faith journey. Whilst 

it is unclear when I’ll be able to travel, I am still able to engage with children 

and young people, whether that’s through Zoom, social media or email. 

“I wanted to become Youth President after I was encouraged by ministers 

and youth workers in my church. After I looked into the role, it became clear 

how I should use my passionate for giving children and young people a voice 

and help them to be fully engaged as members of the Church.” 

Phoebe’s theme for her year in office will be God’s World, Our Home. This 

will focus on how children and young people can take the lead in helping the 

Church to tackle the climate crisis, spiritually, theologically and practically, 

supporting the work that is already going on in local churches and exploring 

how this could be used across the wider Church.  



25 SEPTEMBER 2020 

Statement on Cameroon 

The following ecumenical statement has been released by Church leaders today 

on the situation in Cameroon. 

We hear the cry of our sisters and brothers in Cameroon’s Anglophone region, 

who are facing daily violations of their human dignity. Recent reports of 

extrajudicial killings, arbitrary detention and attacks on civilians demand a 

response from the international community. We call on the UK government to 

work with other European countries on robust diplomatic action to halt the 

violence and help bring about a negotiated settlement that protects the rights all 

Cameroon’s people. We also express our closeness to the churches that are 

working with local communities to reject violence and pursue the path of 

dialogue, and we assure them that they have not been forgotten.  

Revd Richard Teal, President of the Methodist Conference   

Rt Rev Christopher Chessun, Lord Bishop of Southwark, Church of England Lead Bishop 

for International Affairs 

Rt Rev Declan Lang, Catholic Bishop of Clifton, Chair of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference 

Department of International Affairs 

Carolyn Lawrence, Vice-President of the Methodist Conference 

Rt Rev Martin Warner, Lord Bishop of Chichester (companion link to the Anglican 

Diocese of Cameroon) 

Rt Rev Philip Egan, Catholic Bishop of Portsmouth (twinned with the Catholic Diocese of 

Bamenda) 

 

Listen to this week's Methodist podcast which leads on the situation in Cameroon 

here- 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/news/podcasts/the-methodist-podcast-

episode-35/ 

Read a blog from the Joint Public Issues Team here-  

http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/women-of-churches-in-cameroon-call-for-

an-immediate-halt-to-violence/ 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/news/podcasts/the-methodist-podcast-episode-35/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/news/podcasts/the-methodist-podcast-episode-35/
http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/women-of-churches-in-cameroon-call-for-an-immediate-halt-to-violence/
http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/women-of-churches-in-cameroon-call-for-an-immediate-halt-to-violence/


CHRISTIAN AID AUTUMN APPEAL 

Update on Christian Aid Week 2020 

Despite lockdown and restrictions, an incredible £3.7 million was raised 

during Christian Aid Week 2020. A separate Coronavirus emergency appeal 

also raised an additional £1.3 million. This support will make a huge 

difference. 

While this is a fantastic amount, it is somewhat lower than the original 

target - £8million. 

As such, they are asking churches and supporters whether they’d be willing 

to support our Autumn Appeal this year through prayer, action and giving. 

Communities living in poverty face crisis every day. Communities that do 

not have access to healthcare, clean water, nutritious food or a safe place 

to call home. Things like coronavirus compound the crises they already 

face. 

To read more about the Global Neighbours Autumn appeal and the 

resources please go here: https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-

appeals/global-neighbours-autumn-appeal 

 

Angela’s story - her farming community are in crisis. 

In Nicaragua, the farming community of Santa Rosa has grown coffee for 

generations. Now they could be the last. This crop is struggling to grow as 

the climate crisis rages on.   

Angela explained: ‘With climate change, the coffee suffers from many 

diseases and pests. The sun has scorched the coffee beans, we cannot sell 

them and we're losing more every year because of climate change.’ 

Angela is worried about how she will care for her daughters, Johaira and 

Ariana. She said ‘It will be a total disaster and failure for us because as 

farmers, growing crops is how we survive. Where will we get our incomes?’ 

But there is hope. With your support, Angela’s community is coming 

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/global-neighbours-autumn-appeal
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/global-neighbours-autumn-appeal


together as a local cooperative to share resources and knowledge and 

urgently protect their livelihoods.  

‘I feel proud to be part of a cooperative and we have the opportunity to 

share ideas and learn from each other,’  Angela said.   

The cooperative is  supported  by Christian Aid’s local partner,  Soppexcca.  
They help Angela’s community come together with lots of different 

initiatives and projects, from school vegetable gardens to gender 

workshops.  

One of the  main ways  they are helping farmers  protect their livelihoods is 

 by shifting  from coffee production to climate-resistant cocoa.  

Now, Angela is looking forward to the future with hope:  ‘The income from 

the cocoa crop is very important. It means we can buy clothes, medicines 

and food.’ 

Angela’s daughter Johaira added:   ‘All of us in the family were involved with 

the project. We all know it's very important for the family income.  I am 

proud of my mum growing cocoa. She is an inspiration.’ 

 

Love never fails. When crisis arrived on our doorsteps this year, 

neighbourly love helped us through. Across the world, this same 

neighbourly love is helping some of the most vulnerable communities 

overcome crisis. Will you help us reach out to our Global Neighbours this 

autumn? 

 

To donate- 

A just giving page has been set up by Christian Aid specifically for the 

Global Neighbours Autumn Appeal, which you can find here: 

https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/autumn2020 

Or go to Christian Aid's website christianaid.org.uk 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/autumn2020
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/


  



TRAIDCRAFT UPDATE 

Latest News on KitKat 

Back in June, we shared the deeply disappointing news KitKat bars will cease 

to use Fairtrade ingredients. 

Since then, you may have seen, or even been part of, the huge public reaction 

against this decision. 

Over a quarter of a million people signed this petition, started by Joanna 

Pollard a Fairtrade campaigner in Yorkshire, and supported by a range of 

organisations, asking Nestlé to think again. 

And MPs have spoken out too, with the All-Party Parliamentary Group for 

Fairtrade condemning this decision strongly, after grilling Nestlé 

representatives in Parliament. 

Despite this public response, Nestlé have not changed their decision and 

KitKat will cease to be Fairtrade from today.  

But we have been heartened to see so many people standing with the 

farmers affected by this decision. 

There’s been some progress too. And we believe the mass public pressure 

has helped bring about greater transparency over how the new 

arrangements will work for farmers, including a greater degree of financial 

security for cocoa farmers under those new arrangements. 

Nestlé’s recent engagement with the Ivorian 

Fair Trade Network (RICE), a representative 

group for farmers in Côte d'Ivoire, has also 

given farmers a stronger voice as the 

changes are implemented. 

Although we’re pleased to see some level of 

greater commitment to cocoa farmers, we 

remain concerned that the new deal will still 

not match the same level of financial security 

for farmers and their organisations, and will 



reduce the level of control they have to invest in their communities and 

businesses into the future. 

We know many of you will have lots more questions about the details of 

what this means for the affected farmers, and you can find more in our blog: 

https://www.fairtrade.org.uk/media-centre/blog/nestles-kitkat-will-stop-

being-fairtrade-

faq/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=engagingnetworks&utm_campaign=

++&utm_content=SC:+Nestle+final+update+GEN+J 

This is first and foremost a worrying moment for those farmers affected by 

Nestlé's decision.  

But the public reaction we've seen shows so many of us want a world with 

a different - fairer - balance of power. 

We want a world where the farmers and workers in the Global South have 

the power, rights and resources to shape their own future.  

Making this world a reality is what Fairtrade is all about. And Nestlé’s 

decision on KitKat serves as a stark reminder of how important the power 

and financial security Fairtrade offers are right now. 

The climate crisis is already hitting some of the world's poorest people 

hardest, and COVID-19 continues to threaten vulnerable communities 

around the world. 

Every time you choose Fairtrade, you're choosing to be part of the solution 

to these huge global issues.  

Your choosing that better future, where farmers and workers have the 

financial security and independence, they need to choose that fairer 

world we all want.    
  

https://www.fairtrade.org.uk/media-centre/blog/nestles-kitkat-will-stop-being-fairtrade-faq/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=engagingnetworks&utm_campaign=++&utm_content=SC:+Nestle+final+update+GEN+J
https://www.fairtrade.org.uk/media-centre/blog/nestles-kitkat-will-stop-being-fairtrade-faq/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=engagingnetworks&utm_campaign=++&utm_content=SC:+Nestle+final+update+GEN+J
https://www.fairtrade.org.uk/media-centre/blog/nestles-kitkat-will-stop-being-fairtrade-faq/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=engagingnetworks&utm_campaign=++&utm_content=SC:+Nestle+final+update+GEN+J
https://www.fairtrade.org.uk/media-centre/blog/nestles-kitkat-will-stop-being-fairtrade-faq/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=engagingnetworks&utm_campaign=++&utm_content=SC:+Nestle+final+update+GEN+J


CLOSER DESPITE COVID 

With Elaine Champion 

This week we are blessed with a very special account of Elaine’s 80 years at 

Withington Methodist. We look forward to seeing her return to Withington 

along with the wonderful church community she has been a big part of. 

Elaine, pictured below working in the canteen at Mather & Platt in 1963 alongside 

a recent photo. 

   

I was born in Wythenshawe in the 1930s but sadly my mother died not long 

afterwards. This resulted in my father Fred (a baker), my older sister Freda 

and I moving to live with his parents and sisters Nancy and Winnie in 

Rippingham Road opposite Old Moat Park (or the “rec” as we called it). 

I was baptised at St Wilfred’s in Northenden but was soon introduced to 

Methodism when Auntie Nancy took me to the weekday Ladies meetings at 

Albert Park Church (Burton Road) where I was passed around from knee 

to knee. I was on the Cradle Roll there and still have my first birthday card 

from them.  

Auntie Winnie worked in Morley Brooks grocers shop in Withington village. 

During the Second World War, the family decided Albert Park was too far 

to go. The shop’s owner Mr Brooks suggested we join Withington Methodist 

where he attended. This was the start of my Christian journey here. 



I graduated through the Sunday School’s Primary, Junior and Senior 

departments. When I was too old for these, I went to help in the “Beginners” 

where I later became a Sunday School Leader for many years. I attended 

morning Sunday School at 10.15am where we took it in turns to lead with a 

hymn and prayer, then we had a short talk. Afterwards we either went into 

the 10.45am morning service or went home - returning for afternoon 

Sunday School at 2.30pm. Once a month was “Parade Sunday” when the 

Brownies and Guides paraded with the Guide flags and the Brownie Pennant. 

Back in those days, the church was the centre of our social life. I was a 

member of the Friday evening Junior Guild. I enjoyed being in the Brownies 

and Guides. Some years later I became Guide Captain. I am now a member 

of the Trefoil Guild. The church also inspired my interest in “overseas 

missions”: from being a Junior Missionary Association collector as child, I 

went on to become JMA secretary which I still am to this day. ( It is now 

called Junior Mission for All) 

In my early teens, my friends and I started going to evening worship too and 

in 1951 I became a church member. Following the service we would go to a 

fellowship group for young people called Good Companions, though it was 

better known as “The Gang”. Many lasting friendships were formed, and 

several marriages followed. I am still touch with some friends but sadly 

several are no longer with us. Every Boxing Day we had a great party for 

family and friends. 

Memories I have from Withington over the years: The Sunday School 

anniversaries when you could have sixty children on the platform singing; the 

parties at Christmas; summer outings, often to Romiley; being Rose Queen; 

Ladies and Men’s special weekends with concerts in the evenings; social 

evenings with games and dancing;  church fairs; and going carol singing 

outside people’s houses. 

A highlight of the year was the Whit Walks on Trinity Sunday. We paraded 

around the area in our “Sunday best” behind the men carrying the Sunday 

School banner.  

I have served the church in many ways: as a church steward, helping with the 

Foyer coffee bar, serving Sunday coffee, being Cradle Roll and Circuit Youth 

Secretaries. 



One of my longest running roles has been helping with the playgroup which 

is now Tuesday Tots. With Jackie Kirkby, I remain a co-ordinator of this baby 

and toddler group. We run it every Tuesday in term time until it was curbed 

abruptly by Covid-19 last March. 

Withington Methodist Church is where I met my late husband Don 

Champion when he moved to the church after Albert Park closed. We were 

married here in 1968 and had almost 50 years of happiness together. Our 

children Sarah and Phil were baptised here as were our grandchildren Yasmin 

and Simone. 

As you can see, the church has been a central part of my life for as long as I 

can remember. Currently, I am “shielding” but I am looking forward to getting 

back to worshipping and seeing friends again at church when we return to 

normal opening again, whenever that may be. 

Elaine Champion 

 

FAMILY NEWS 

From Rachael, please ask around granddaughters, 

nieces, family friends etc. 

Female Personal Care Assistant needed in Whalley Range, Manchester. 3-5 

hours per week, more info available on request. No direct experience 

required. All enquiries and CVs to PAapplications@outlook.com.  

  



THANK YOU FOR READING! 
 

 
 

The next magazine will be out on the 1st November. 

Weekly newsletters will be out every Sunday on the Withington 

Methodist Church Facebook Group and via email. 

 

If you have anything you would like to contribute to next month’s 

magazine, or the weekly newsletters please pass it on to Caroline Fielding - 

withingtonmethodistnews@gmail.com 

 

If you would like to receive a emailed copy of the magazine or 

newsletter please email - withingtonmethodistnews@gmail.com 

mailto:withingtonmethodistnews@gmail.com
mailto:withingtonmethodistnews@gmail.com


Withington Methodist Church 

 

439 Wilmslow Road, Withington, Manchester, M20 4AN 

Office Tel: 0161 445 0804  email: wmcoffice@btconnect.com 

www.withingtonmethodistchurch.org 

 

Editor: Caroline Fielding/ Giselle du Toit - withingtonmethodistnews@gmail.com 

Minister: Rev Krystyna Kwarciak 

 

Sunday Services 

 

Morning Worship* : 10:45 am 
*booking required 

 

Regular Activities 

 

Monday Monday Monkeys – 10:00am - 11:30am 

Tuesday Tuesday Tots – 10:00am - 12 noon 

 Tuesday morning coffee fellowship see inside cover 

Wednesday Rainbows – 5:30 - 6:30pm 

 Brownies – 6:30 - 8:00pm 

Thursday Needles & Yarns craft group – 2-4pm 

Friday Men's Club – 2:00 - 4:30pm 

Saturday Contact Centre – 2:30 - 4:30pm 

  

About Withington Methodist Church 
We are a community of people who meet to worship God every Sunday morning and evening (see 

inside cover for details). Our services are open to all. At our morning service, we have both a crèche 

and Junior Church available for children ('All Age Worship' will only have the crèche as older children 
are welcomed into the main service). 

During the week we have various other activities & organisations meeting at our premises. We have 

two toddler groups a week and are open weekday mornings for anyone to have a coffee and a chat. 

Our craft group meets on Thursday afternoons for anyone who wants to bring a craft or learn a new 

one. We have various rooms available for hire for anything from a once off hourly basis to a long term 

let, please speak to the Church Office for details, or email withingtonmethodistnews@gmail.com. 
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