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“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every 

situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 

present your requests to God. And the peace of God, 

which transcends all understanding, will guard your 

hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” - Philippians 

4:6–7 
 

 

I’m sure I’m not the only one that’s mindful of anxious thoughts in the 

current circumstances. Jesus reminded his disciples “Who of you by 

worrying can add a single hour to your life?” (Luke 12:25). It’s very 

tempting to linger in a state of anxiety but Jesus encourages us not to 

stagnate but to proactively confront our concerns, hand them over to God 

and in return receive some peace and encouragement to carry on living in 

his name. – Caroline x 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 

In line with current Government Guidance and the Methodist 

Connexion, we are sadly having to suspend all church services, meetings 

and groups for the immediate future. During such uncertain times, we 

need to remember that wherever we are, we are still the people of God 

and we can continue to worship in less traditional ways than 

congregating within a church setting. We encourage the members of our 

congregations to keep in touch with each other and our staff during this 

challenging period. 



DEAR FRIENDS, 
 

There is a story of a mountain climber who wanted to climb the highest 

mountain on the planet. He began his adventure after many years of 

preparation, but since he wanted the glory just for himself, he decided to 

climb the mountain alone. He kept climbing until it got very dark. The night 

felt heavy in the heights of the mountain and the man could not see 

anything. All was black, the moon and the stars were covered by the 

clouds. 

 

As he was climbing he slipped and fell into the air falling at a great speed. 

The climber could only see black spots as he went down, he kept 

falling…He was thinking now about how close death was getting, when all 

of a sudden he felt the rope tied to his waist pull him very hard. 

 

His body was hanging in the air, only the rope was holding him, and in that 

moment of stillness he had no other choice but to scream: HELP ME, 

GOD! 

All of a sudden, a voice coming from the sky answered: 

What do you want me to do? 

SAVE ME, LORD! 

Do you really think I can save you? 

Of course I believe you can! 

THEN CUT THE ROPE TIED TO YOUR WAIST, God replied. 

 

There was a moment of silence, and the man decided to hold on to the 

rope with all his strength. The rescue team say that the next day a climber 

was found, dead and frozen, 

his body hanging from a rope...two feet away from the ground. 

 

Sometimes fear of danger is more dangerous than the danger itself. 

How attached are we to our rope? Are we ready to let go and put God 

first in our lives?  

 

In the midst of the coronavirus crisis we are being pushed out of 

complacency, self-sufficiency and self-reliance. I can see God using this as a 



way of refining us, testing us and causing us to rely on him in ways we 

haven’t before. We are on a journey, but we are never alone. Our God is in 

control and working out all things for the good of those who love him. 

 

Stay blessed, stay safe, 

 

Rev. Krystyna 
 

 
 

MY SOUL WAITS FOR THE LORD, 

A message from Caroline Wickens 

The book of Psalms was Israel’s hymnbook for centuries, and, like our 

hymnbook, it includes songs for many times and seasons. There are songs of 

joy and lament, celebration, hope and anger.  

Today, I’ve been reading Psalm 130, which is one of the readings set for 

tomorrow. 

 

Out of the depths I cry to you, LORD; 
2     Lord, hear my voice. 



Let your ears be attentive 

    to my cry for mercy. 
3 If you, LORD, kept a record of sins, 

    Lord, who could stand? 
4 But with you there is forgiveness, 

    so that we can, with reverence, serve you. 
5 I wait for the LORD, my whole being waits, 

    and in his word I put my hope. 
6 I wait for the Lord 

    more than watchmen wait for the morning, 

    more than watchmen wait for the morning. 
7 Israel, put your hope in the LORD, 

    for with the LORD is unfailing love 

    and with him is full redemption. 
8 He himself will redeem Israel 

    from all their sins. 

It’s a psalm that would probably have been sung by pilgrims making their way 

up to Jerusalem to worship God at the temple. Their journeys would have 

brought times of danger and anxiety as they passed through shadowed valleys 

or crossed deep water. They might also have been more aware than usual of 

their dependence on God as they headed for journey’s end, face-to-face with 

their God in the temple. So they spoke out their fear and their deep need for 

God.  

But their fear was not the whole story. These pilgrims knew God better than 

that. They shared God’s word with all its promises of hope and freedom. They 

found in God a constant source of steadfast, unchanging love. And so, in a lovely 

image at the heart of the psalm, they waited for God as a sentinel waits for the 

morning. They imagined a soldier pacing cold battlements under a dark sky, 

straining to see the first glimmers of light in the east. To that soldier, it might 

have seemed that dawn would never come – and yet darkness does give way 

to sunrise, every morning of the life of the world.  

So if you feel like that soldier, waiting in the darkness, remember that we too 

can put our trust in our God, who comes to our help as surely as the sun rises. 

And though the day may still bring concerns and worries, we can look at them 

in the light of God’s love and recognise that we are not alone, but our God of 

steadfast love is with us.   



CARRYING ON IN FAITH 

Resources to continue worship in self isolation 

 

The Manchester Methodist Circuit 

 

The circuit staff will provide resources for Sunday worship week by week, 

so that we can all worship together even if we are not in church.  

https://manchestermethodists.org.uk/category/worship-week-by-week/ 

 

They will also be sharing resources for strength and comfort during this 

difficult time via the Prayers for Comfort and Strength page. 

https://manchestermethodists.org.uk/prayers-for-comfort-and-strength/ 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

All We Can 

 

Every day at 1.17pm, All We Can is launching new uplifting content on the 

theme of ‘Colossians 1:17 – All Things Hold Together’ – a series of positive 

and encouraging broadcasts which you can watch and join in with from the 

comfort of your home. 

https://www.allwecan.org.uk/all-we-can-1-17-programme-all-things-hold-

together/  

 

All We Can have also produced some devotional materials that you may 

wish to use to help you reflect and pray for our world, for each other, and 

for all affected by coronavirus. 

https://www.allwecan.org.uk/resources/all-things-hold-together-responding-

to-coronavirus/  

https://manchestermethodists.org.uk/category/worship-week-by-week/
https://manchestermethodists.org.uk/prayers-for-comfort-and-strength/
https://www.allwecan.org.uk/all-we-can-1-17-programme-all-things-hold-together/
https://www.allwecan.org.uk/all-we-can-1-17-programme-all-things-hold-together/
https://www.allwecan.org.uk/resources/all-things-hold-together-responding-to-coronavirus/
https://www.allwecan.org.uk/resources/all-things-hold-together-responding-to-coronavirus/


 

Misc. Resources 

 

The Christian book shop Eden has developed a work sheet for families 

around releasing worries to God. The guided activities are perfect for 

parents to run through with children (but to be honest I also found a lot of 

value in it as an adult!) 

 

https://eden.co.uk/downloads/pdfs/God_Takes_Our_Worry_resource.pdf 

 

Every Mind Matters has been created by Public Health England, with tips 

and advice developed with experts and approved by the NHS to help you 

manage and maintain your mental health. They have developed a quick quiz 

to help signpost you towards tailored resources that may be of use to 

manage your mental wellbeing during this time. 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/your-mind-plan-quiz/  
 

 
 

Keep in Touch! 

 

If you are a Facebook user, please join our Withington Methodist Group at 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/WithingtonMethodistChurch/?fref=nf  

 

and the Manchester Methodist Circuit Group at 

https://www.facebook.com/ManchesterMethodists/  

 

If you are a Twitter user the Manchester Methodist Circuit also has a 

Twitter page at https://twitter.com/man_methodists  

 

 

https://eden.co.uk/downloads/pdfs/God_Takes_Our_Worry_resource.pdf
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/your-mind-plan-quiz/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/WithingtonMethodistChurch/?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/ManchesterMethodists/
https://twitter.com/man_methodists


WEEKLY NEWSLETTER! 
 

As we aren’t able to share our usual updates and meet physically on a weekly 

basis, we have decided it might be nice to distribute a weekly newsletter to 

keep us all connected and involved. It will likely include messages from Caroline 

Wickens and Krystyna, additional worship resources, any updates and hopefully 

something to keep everyone in good spirits. 

 

I’m sure a lot of us are missing each other dearly, so it would be wonderful to 

get your input for these newsletters. If you would like to share something, 

please email withingtonmethodistnews@gmail.com. Below is a couple of ideas 

to get you started-  

 

- Let us know what your favourite hymn is and why? 

- Have you taken up a new hobby or activity during this period, if so, what? 

(Photos more than welcome!) 

- Any good news stories or displays of kindness that you have come across 

over the past few weeks. 

 

If you contribution isn’t included in the following week’s newsletter, please don’t 

be disheartened as I may need to pace out the content and include it in a later 

week. 

 

As there are concerns about passing the virus on through physical paper copies, 

much like the magazine, these newsletters will only be published on the 

Withington Facebook page and via email for those who have provided their 

email address. 

 

If you are aware of any of our church family that aren’t digital users but 

have phones, please consider contacting them to offer the following support- 

 

- If they would like to receive text message communications from Krystyna, 

please pass on her phone number - 0777 6121 679 

 

- Offer to read out or recount the information in the newsletter over a 

weekly phone call to keep them updated and check in on how they are.  

mailto:withingtonmethodistnews@gmail.com


NEWS FROM THE CONNEXION 

10 MARCH 2020 

JPIT Conference calls on churches to challenge political 

and economic leaders ahead of COP26 

In a pivotal year for climate justice, churches have been urged to challenge 

economic and political assumptions and to become agents for change in 

addressing the climate emergency. 

Delegates at a conference organised by four Christian denominations heard 

that redesigning the economy to work for the well-being of people and 

planet is vital if climate change is to be taken seriously.   At this crucial time, 

churches are urged to call politicians to account through face-to-face 

dialogue and join with others to be the engines driving change. 

The Joint Public Issues Team welcomed over 300 delegates to its national 

conference in Derby on Saturday 7th March. The theme of ‘Renewal and 

Rebellion: Faith, Economy and Climate’ brought together leading politicians 

and economists, theologians and practitioners to start conversations and 

inspire people of faith into action. 

The Joint Public Issues Team (JPIT) is the 

group which draws the Methodist Church, 

United Reformed Church (URC), Church 

of Scotland and Baptist Union together to 

work on issues of peace and justice. 

Keynote speakers at the conference 

included the Shadow Secretary of State 

for International Development and 

Shadow Minister for Climate Change, 

Barry Gardiner MP, Katherine Trebeck of 

the Wellbeing Economy Alliance, 

Professor Anthony Reddie, Director of 

the Oxford Centre for Religion and 

Culture, Christine Allen, Director of 



CAFOD, and Ross Greer MSP. 

A panel of young climate activists included Isaac Harvey, a filmmaker who 

created a film urging the URC to divest from fossil fuels – a policy which 

was approved nationally in 2019; Ali Greaves, a paediatric nurse who 

represented the UK at the UN Winter Youth Conference and the Eurocities 

2018 Conference; and Aaron Smith, a campaigner with the UK Student 

Climate Network. 

Speaking of the political situation in the UK, Barry Gardiner MP said: “The 

listening is being done to too few people: it isn’t to the poor or the 

marginalised; it is to the corporate powers.” 

He said that there is, “deep pain in our society and we need to be listening 

to those people. That is what made me a Christian, it is what inspired me. It 

is to understand that God is on the side of the poor and the marginalised.” 

On caring for the environment, Anthony Reddie said “It is to our eternal 

shame that the Church has not been at the forefront of this.” He said, care 

for the environment is at the core of the Gospel: “we have sadly been too 

much embedded within empire, and therefore we have helped to exploit the 

very thing that God has given us.” 

Katherine Trebeck, a political economist, said: “The sooner we start aligning 

our economic policy regime with building the conditions of well-being - 

relationships, healthy natural environment, fairness, dignity - then we will 

start to transform the economy.” 

Younger panellists spoke about the need for intergenerational justice. Aaron 

Smith from the UK Student Climate Network, said: “How can you as older 

generations tell me that my future is not as important as short term financial 

interests?” 

The conference included poetry written for the event from the JPIT poet in 

residence, the Revd Lucy Berry, glass installations by glass artist the Revd 

Michaela Youngson and visual minutes by Sara Parratt-Halbert.  

Michaela Youngson, said: “We need to find every means we can to 

communicate the message that human beings are damaging the planet, our 

home. Art is one of the ways we can get the message across, before it is too 



late. Glass and wood are renewable resources and, like God’s creation, can 

be incredibly strong or fragile and vulnerable. 

“These two art pieces, ‘Acts of Uncreation’ and ‘The Leaves of the Trees are 

for the Healing of the Nations’ represent the twin themes of the JPIT 

Conference, ‘Rebellion and Renewal’. It was a joy to work on them during 

my sabbatical.”  

 

Rachel Lampard, JPIT Team Leader, said: “The conference was about finding 

creative ways to respond to our calling to be disciples of Christ, by speaking 

truth to power and exploring how our own power might be used for the 

common good. 

“I felt that there was a real energy created and look forward to supporting 

churches as they respond in this pivotal year.” 

The conference was live streamed on Facebook and is available to watch 

again here: https://www.facebook.com/pg/jointpublicissues/videos/  

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/pg/jointpublicissues/videos/


12 MARCH 2020 

A response to the Budget: concerns over the impact on 

families living in poverty 

Paul Morrison, policy adviser for the Methodist Church with particular 

responsibility for issues around the economy including poverty and 

inequality, responds to some of the key Budget announcements.  

 

Poverty 

Despite large increases in spending, the direct effect of this budget will be to 

reduce the incomes of the poorest families in our society. This is clear from 

the Treasury’s own analysis. The gains from the budget are focused on 

families with middle and higher incomes. 

Borrowing will fund big infrastructure projects as well as more day-to-day 

public services. It is hard to argue that we do not need to improve our 

transport and broadband infrastructure, but the 14.3 million people who are 

locked in poverty will only be able to benefit from them if we commit to 

tackling poverty. Sadly, this was a big spending budget that did not to make 

that commitment. 

 

Coronavirus 

The chancellor announced a number of measures to improve the cash flow 

of small and medium businesses to help them through coronavirus 

disruption. 

The measures to help individuals affected by coronavirus appear much less 

comprehensive. The key question is  - will families with low incomes be able 

to make ends meet as they become unable to work, through illness or caring 

responsibilities? 



It looks likely that many will face the impossible choice of doing the right 

thing and self-isolating, or continuing to work and having sufficient income 

to feed and house their family. The changes to Statutory Sick Pay, 

contributory Employment Support Allowance and self-employed Universal 

Credit announced in the budget are welcome but provide limited help and 

will not include many families most at risk 

Government needs to think hard about how to expand the reach of these 

measures. For churches, an appropriate response must include generosity 

towards neighbours, perhaps directly but also by giving to foodbanks and 

other charities who will be called up to provide emergency aid. 

 

Economy 

The economic impact of Coronavirus loomed over the budget. What were 

poor economic forecasts around growth, tax revenue and productivity will 

need to be reduced further. 

The government’s judgement is that interest rates will stay low, allowing 

borrowing to expand considerably. This is a major reversal from the past 10 

years. The money is to be spent on infrastructure alongside additional day 

to day spending. 

The plan is to return day-to-day spending per person to 2010 levels, but for 

that money to be spent on different things. Direct spending on families and 

children will be much less than 2010 while spending on pensions will be 

higher. Spending on services more targeted on low income groups such as 

social care and council services will be less, while spending on services aimed 

at the entire community such as police and the NHS will be greater.   

 

Environment 

Our partner churches across the globe are clear that climate change is 

affecting people’s lives today. We recognise that tacking the climate 

emergency must be a priority and the UK, historically a major contributor 



to greenhouse emissions, has a particular responsibility. 

The budget announcements concerning the environment were mixed. Taxes 

have been increased on red diesel but reduced in real terms on petrol. More 

money for public transport has been provided, alongside a much larger 

investment in roads. Investments in new cleaner technology may have long 

term effects but this does not appear to be a budget that has grasped the 

urgency of the climate emergency. 

The Comprehensive Spending Review in July will be the next opportunity 

for the government to demonstrate that it understands the urgency and 

scale of the climate challenge, and churches and church members will 

continue to press for the dramatic changes that are required. 

 

  



13 MARCH 2020 

Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse and the 

Methodist Church 

 

The Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse (IICSA) will start its 

investigation into Child Protection in Religious Organisations and Settings 

on Monday March 16. The hearing will last for two weeks and the 

Methodist Church has been asked to take part along with other religious 

organisations with a significant presence in England and Wales including 

non-conformist Christian denominations, the Jehovah’s Witnesses, Baptists, 

representatives of Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, Hinduism and Buddhism. 

 

Background 

The Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse (IICSA) was set up by 

the Government after concerns that some organisations were failing and 

continuing to fail to protect children from sexual abuse. As a statutory 

inquiry, IICSA can compel witnesses to give evidence and ask for any 

material it feels is necessary to investigate where institutions have let 

children down in the past. After each hearing, the Inquiry’s panel which is 

chaired by Professor Alexis Jay OBE, will make recommendations to help 

better protect children in the future. 

 

How does the Methodist Church fit in?  

IICSA is holding 15 investigations looking at Child Sexual Abuse. The 

Methodist Church has been asked to take part in a thematic inquiry that 

will look at current child protection policies, practices and procedures in 

religious institutions that have a significant presence in England and Wales. 

Two preliminary hearings have already been held in relation to this inquiry 

setting out what the inquiry will focus on. The transcripts can be found at 

https://www.iicsa.org.uk/investigation/child-protection-religious-

organisations-and-settings?tab=hearing  

 

The Methodist Church is a core participant in the Inquiry alongside other 

core participants including other denominations and survivors who have 

been abused in a church, religious organisation or setting. The hearing will 

https://www.iicsa.org.uk/investigation/child-protection-religious-organisations-and-settings?tab=hearing
https://www.iicsa.org.uk/investigation/child-protection-religious-organisations-and-settings?tab=hearing


be held between 16–27 March 2020.  

 

How has the Methodist Church responded? 

The Methodist Church wrote to the Chair of the IICSA panel when the 

Inquiry was convened to offer its full support and stating its willingness to 

be part of the process. The Connexional Safeguarding  Team has worked to 

respond quickly and efficiently to IICSA’s request for information and 

statements. 

 

You can read the opening statement from the Methodist Church at 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/media/16390/methodist-church-opening-

statement-iicsa-march-2020.pdf  

 

What if I want to speak to someone about the Inquiry? 

If you have a question about the IICSA process or you have information to 

support the investigation contact IICSA directly here. If you have a 

question about safeguarding in the Methodist Church you should contact 

The Connexional Safeguarding team at 

Safeguarding@methodistchurch.org.uk or on 020 7467 5189. 

 

If you are concerned that someone is at risk of, or is being abused or is a 

risk to others you should contact the Connexional team without delay at 

Safeguarding@methodistchurch.org.uk or on 020 7467 5189, or the local 

police or social care office in your area. 

 

If you have been affected by the hearings the NSPCC has a helpline which 

you can call to speak to someone in confidence. You can call 0808 800 

5000.  

https://www.methodist.org.uk/media/16390/methodist-church-opening-statement-iicsa-march-2020.pdf
https://www.methodist.org.uk/media/16390/methodist-church-opening-statement-iicsa-march-2020.pdf


AVARICE AND COVETOUSNESS 

By Ian W Mutton 
 

Avarice is an immoderate desire to get more. Covetousness is to hold on to what 

you have. Avarice and covetousness are the “lust of the greed of keeping and is a 

species of idolatry” wrote G. H. Midgley.  

The consequences of avarice were experienced by Gehazi the servant of Elisha. 

The prophet declined the wealth offered by Naaman but Gehazi follows Naaman 

to say Elisha has changed his mind. Now he wants the money. This is a deliberate 

lie. Naaman gives the servant the promised gifts willingly. On returning to Elisha 

Gehazi discovers the prophet knows what he has done. Elisha informs Gehazi for 

his sin leprosy will cling to him for the rest of his life and his family forever. As 

covetousness is desiring the things God does not wish you to have. Taking other 

people’s property by unfair means creates envy. If an inheritance is involved it 

sometimes results in murder. Covetousness can lead to discontentment or 

pleasure at another’s misfortune. Generally it means hoarding possessions or 

money. 

As your Lord took opportunity to teach when situations arose He found Himself 

one day accosted by two brothers over a disciple about an inheritance. By Jewish 

law when a father died his estate was divided one third for the first son and one 

third divided by the other sons. The younger son wanted a larger portion of the 

inheritance. This gave the Lord the opportunity to speak about money and 

possessions. The Lord told the Parable of the Barns. A farmer said to himself, 

“Soul, you have goods for many years, take your ease, eat, drink and be merry.” 

God called the man that night. Christ commented 

“Set your minds on God’s kingdom and all the rest 

will come to you as well.” (Luke 12:16-21). 

Greed, lust and self-love led Judas Iscariot to 

betray Christ. The disciple John informed us Judas 

was known as a pilferer from the disciples purse 

(John 12:6). His problem was he was never 

satisfied with enough. He always wanted more. 

There was something of the Oliver Twist about 

him. Oliver asked for more and he held out his 

soup bowl. Judas sold our Lord for thirty pieces 

of silver. 



The word enough is always a keyword where avarice and covetousness are 

concerned. This was the problem for Midas who loved gold above all else. Midas 

asked his gods that all he touched might turn to gold. All went well at first. He 

touched the pots in the kitchen and they turned to gold. But when her tried to 

eat his food turned o gold. Then before he could stop her his little daughter threw 

her arms around him. She turned immediately into gold leaving Midas heart 

broken. “Trust not in the omnipotencey of gold, and say to it, Thou art my 

confidence,” warns Sir T. Browne. Midas learnt a hard lesson. You can go further: 

covetousness destroys your relationship with God and all His children. 

So what is the remedy for these forms of greed: The answer is to be generous. 

Here is a reflection by Henry Burton: 

 Be not selfish in they greed 

  Pass it on! 

 Look upon your brother’s need 

  Pass it on! 

 Live for self, you live in vain; 

 Live for Christ, you live again 

 Live with Him, with Him you reign 

  Pass it on! 

And here is a verse by Geoffrey Studdart Kennedy: 

 Give and give and give again 

 What God has given thee, 

 Spend thyself nor count the cost 

 To service right gloriously, 

 The God that gave the world that are 

 And all that is to be. 

    MHB 588.3 

Christ’s dealings with the rich young ruler who come to Him asking, “Good 

master what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” May not be what He says to you. 

To this rich young man He said, “Go and sell all that you have and give it to the 

poor”. (Luke 18:22). However the Lord certainly expects you to keep the poor 

in mind and to minister to them as the need arises. When speaking about health 

the Saviour addressed His disciples, “Freely you have received, freely give” 

(Matthew 10:8). That comment might well be appropriate when referring to 

possessions and money. 



WORLD STORYTELLING DAY - THE POWER OF STORIES 
Article from All We Can  
(available at https://www.allwecan.org.uk/world-storytelling-day-the-power-of-stories/ ) 

Stories are an important part of our culture. As part of World 

Storytelling Day Steve Adams, All We Can’s Director of Public 

Engagement, discusses the power of storytelling and how this 

can be used to empower people. 

‘The thing people don’t always want to realise is that stories 

have great power whether they get told or not.’  – Will Willingham 

Grasping the power of stories to prompt action affects how big your 

impact is. 

Take global poverty. It’s still here. The 15 years I have spent working with 

NGOs around the world and communities across Africa and Asia have 

convinced me that poverty’s persistence has something to do with the 

story we all tell ourselves. 

We may not consciously verbalise this story, but we live it. It informs how 

we approach people in need. And, perhaps unexpectedly, it shapes the 

story they then tell themselves. 

The World Bank asked 60,000 people[1] – all living in poverty across 60 

countries, what poverty meant for them. Turns out the story they’re living 

differs from the story many of us have told ourselves they’re living. 

• “Poverty means we don’t believe in self” reported a group of young 

men in Jamaica. 

• “For a poor person everything is terrible – illness, humiliation, shame. 

We are cripples; we are afraid of everything, we depend on everyone. 

No one needs us. We are like garbage that everyone wants to get rid 

of” explained a woman from Moldova. 

• “It is this feeling of helplessness that is so painful. More painful than 

poverty itself” reported one Ugandan interviewee. 

https://www.allwecan.org.uk/world-storytelling-day-the-power-of-stories/
https://www.allwecan.org.uk/world-storytelling-day-the-power-of-stories/#_ftn1


If their story is often one of humiliation and absence of power to change, 

and if our story reinforces that, then poverty will persist. 

I sat with a man in Tanzania who’d had a bio-mass stove installed in his 

mud-home by a US NGO. A gold plaque on the stove recorded their 

generosity. He showed me how by shoveling in animal dung he could 

enable a gas flame for cooking. 

He said the stove reassured him that he was not alone – which gave him 

peace because he knew he needed help. He knew he couldn’t beat 

poverty himself. His story – one of humiliation and absence of power – 

was being compounded by the fact that someone else had provided the 

stove for him. He felt inadequate. 

And there begins the cycle of poverty. 

My son sat his GCSE’s last year. How I engaged with him told me – and 

him – a story of his potential to pass. We lived out that story – doing 

everything we could to support him with his revision. What we didn’t do 

was get him an earpiece to transmit answers to him during the exam. If 

we’d done that (or attempted to) his own story might have changed, his 

self-belief dented and his long term prospects damaged. 

A good friend and colleague, Angela Zamaere-Smith, is Director of 

Partnerships & Programmes at All We Can. She’s helped pioneer a defining 

model for the sector, which is radically changing the story in some of the 

world’s poorest communities. This ‘Partnership Approach’ is driving real, 

transformative change for people living in some of the world’s poorest 

communities – and changing the story at the same time. 

This World Storytelling Day, ask yourself what your own story about 

poverty is: then join us in rethinking it. 

 

 
   



THANK YOU FOR READING! 

 

 
The next magazine will be out on the 3rd May. 

Weekly newsletters will be out every Sunday on the Withington 

Methodist Church Facebook Group and via email. 

 

If you have anything you would like to contribute to next month’s 

magazine, or the weekly newsletters please pass it on to Caroline Fielding - 

withingtonmethodistnews@gmail.com 

 

If you would like to receive a digital copy of the magazine or 

newsletter please email - withingtonmethodistnews@gmail.com 

mailto:withingtonmethodistnews@gmail.com
mailto:withingtonmethodistnews@gmail.com
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439 Wilmslow Road, Withington, Manchester, M20 4AN 

Office Tel: 0161 445 0804  email: wmcoffice@btconnect.com 

www.withingtonmethodistchurch.org 

 

Editor: Caroline Fielding/ Giselle du Toit - withingtonmethodistnews@gmail.com 

Minister: Rev Krystyna Kwarciak 

 

Sunday Services 

 

Morning Worship* and Junior Church: 10:45 am 

Evening Worship*: 6:30 pm 
*for Holy Communion see inside cover 

 

Regular Activities 

 

Monday Monday Monkeys – 10:00am - 11:30am 

Tuesday Tuesday Tots – 10:00am - 12 noon 

 Tuesday morning coffee fellowship see inside cover 

Wednesday Rainbows – 5:30 - 6:30pm 

 Brownies – 6:30 - 8:00pm 

Thursday Needles & Yarns craft group – 2-4pm 

Friday Men's Club – 2:00 - 4:30pm 

Saturday Contact Centre – 2:30 - 4:30pm 

  

About Withington Methodist Church 
We are a community of people who meet to worship God every Sunday morning and evening (see 

inside cover for details). Our services are open to all. At our morning service, we have both a crèche 

and Junior Church available for children ('All Age Worship' will only have the crèche as older children 

are welcomed into the main service). 

During the week we have various other activities & organisations meeting at our premises. We have 

two toddler groups a week and are open weekday mornings for anyone to have a coffee and a chat. 

Our craft group meets on Thursday afternoons for anyone who wants to bring a craft or learn a new 

one. We have various rooms available for hire for anything from a once off hourly basis to a long term 

let, please speak to the Church Office for details, or email withingtonmethodistnews@gmail.com. 
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