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‘The human mind plans the way, but the Lord directs the steps.’ Proverbs 16,9 

 

Dear Friends,  

 

A Methodist preacher Phillip Brooks was known for his calmness and poise. His close 
friends however, knew that he, too, suffered moments of frustration and irritability. 
One day a friend saw him pacing the floor like a caged lion. “What is the trouble, 
Phil?” asked the friend. “The trouble is,'' replied Brooks, “that I’m in a hurry, but God 
isn’t.” 

In our fast-food, drive-through, one-day-Amazon-delivery world patience is a lost art. 
It’s a muscle that we don’t like to exercise often, yet as Christians we are called to use 
that muscle daily - to wait on God, to be still, be present in the moment and thankful 
for what we’ve got.  

At present we are faced with a situation where it feels like we have no control over our 
lives. We feel vulnerable, irritated and impatient: we don’t want the ‘new normal’, we 
want our life back, the life before coronavirus and sometimes it seems like that day 
will never come. 

The trouble is, that when in our thoughts and desires we rush ahead of God’s plan, we 
miss out on what is so much more important and fulfilling: the wonder of simply 
abiding in Him. In the safest and most secure place there is. In a place where we can 
receive His guidance, graciousness, wisdom and unconditional love.  

What is the point of trying to get somewhere 
without God? What is the point of getting 
what we want while missing out on the 
deepest, truest relationship there ever has 
been?  

In this time of uncertainty, time of transition 
we can learn a new skill - to go at God’s pace 
and stay as close to Him as possible.  

Patience is something God understands. After 
all, He deals with us 24/7, 365 days a year. I 
can only imagine how much we all test Him 
weekly, daily, even hourly and yet He never 
gives up on us. He has an endless supply of 
patience and I’m sure He is willing to share.    

 

Wishing you every blessing, 

Rev. Krystyna 

Reflection from Krystyna Lectionary Reading 

Exodus 12:1-14 

The Passover and the Festival of 
Unleavened Bread 

12 The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in 
Egypt, 2 “This month is to be for you the 
first month, the first month of your 
year. 3 Tell the whole community of Israel 
that on the tenth day of this month each 
man is to take a lamb for his family, one 
for each household. 4 If any household is 
too small for a whole lamb, they must 
share one with their nearest neighbour, 
having taken into account the number of 
people there are. You are to determine 
the amount of lamb needed in 
accordance with what each person will 
eat. 5 The animals you choose must be 
year-old males without defect, and you 
may take them from the sheep or the 
goats. 6 Take care of them until the 
fourteenth day of the month, when all 
the members of the community of Israel 
must slaughter them at twilight. 7 Then 
they are to take some of the blood and 
put it on the sides and tops of the 
doorframes of the houses where they eat 
the lambs. 8 That same night they are to 
eat the meat roasted over the fire, along 
with bitter herbs, and bread made 
without yeast. 9 Do not eat the meat raw 
or boiled in water, but roast it over a 
fire—with the head, legs and internal 
organs. 10 Do not leave any of it till 
morning; if some is left till morning, you 
must burn it. 11 This is how you are to eat 
it: with your cloak tucked into your belt, 
your sandals on your feet and your staff 
in your hand. Eat it in haste; it is 
the Lord’s Passover. 

12 “On that same night I will pass 
through Egypt and strike down every 
firstborn of both people and animals, 
and I will bring judgment on all the 
gods of Egypt. I am the Lord. 13 The blood 
will be a sign for you on the houses 
where you are, and when I see the blood, 
I will pass over you. No destructive 
plague will touch you when I strike 
Egypt. 

14 “This is a day you are to 
commemorate; for the generations to 
come you shall celebrate it as a festival 
to the Lord—a lasting ordinance. 



Reflection from Caroline Wickens 

‘How can we come back to church without singing?’ As we’ve begun thinking about ways to reopen, people have said this to me so 
many times. As you will know, we’ve decided to give it a go, and we will be meeting this Sunday – but it won’t be at all easy. Singing 
is part of our Methodist heritage – we are a church which claims to have been ‘born in song’. It’s part of our Christian heritage – 
St.Augustine of Hippo, who lived in the fourth century, said, ‘He who sings, prays twice’. And our psalm for today reminds us that 
singing goes back far further than that as a way of praising God: 

Psalm 149 

Praise for God’s Goodness to Israel 

1 Praise the Lord! 
Sing to the Lord a new song, 
    his praise in the assembly of the faithful. 
2 Let Israel be glad in its Maker; 
    let the children of Zion rejoice in their King. 
3 Let them praise his name with dancing, 
    making melody to him with tambourine and lyre. 
4 For the Lord takes pleasure in his people; 
    he adorns the humble with victory. 
5 Let the faithful exult in glory; 
    let them sing for joy on their couches. 

Of all these ways of making a joyful noise to the Lord, the only one we could think about under current circumstances is the 
‘tambourine and lyre’ – and then only if you bring your own!  

No doubt we shall manage to handle the restrictions, for the sake of being able to worship together again, and we can hope that 
one day before too long we will be able to sing our hearts out again together. But I want to focus on the interesting twist at the end 
of the part of the psalm I have quoted. The faithful may sing for joy ‘on their couches’. Suddenly our Sunday evening worship via 
Zoom comes into focus for me. I’m watching a whole screenful of Methodist people, all sitting in their own front rooms, on 
couches, sofas, chairs or whatever, and singing along to the music flowing from the computer in front of them. It’s not how you 
might expect worship to happen, but it still enables that moment when we find ourselves in the glory of God’s presence which is at 
the heart of worship.   

And that leads me on to memories of other odd places I’ve worshipped. On a train, trundling across the viaduct on the Settle to 
Carlisle line, with the sun setting in glory to the west. Out and about in the city, when I talked to someone homeless and at the end 
of the conversation, he gave me a feather he had found, and said ‘thank you’. God’s power can envelop us wherever we are and 
whatever we are doing – to borrow a phrase from CS Lewis, we can be ‘surprised by joy’ at any moment. If God is everywhere, then 
every place and every time has the potential for that spark of recognition – the moment when suddenly we notice God’s presence 
in unexpected ways.  

Of course, we are looking forward to coming back to church, and looking forward too to the day when we can meet without masks, 
when we can hug and sing and share the Peace. We are not there yet, and we may still have a long way to go. But this psalm 
reminds us that worship happens in many places and many ways – and perhaps especially at this time when we are unable to 
worship as we would wish in church, we may expect suddenly to find our God at our side, to encourage us and bring us hope and 
joy.  

Family News 

Congratulations to Nick Palfreyman for 
being offered a permanent position at 
the University of Central Lancashire, 
continuing his work in the fields of 
(socio)linguistics and international 
development. 

An amazing achievement at the best of 
times but particularly impressive 
considering the current climate! 

Prayer List 

This week we remember in our prayers- 

Those suffering financial hardships. 

Those who face an uncertain future. 

Those who are lonely  

Those facing redundancy 

Those who have lost a family member to 
COVID-19 

Hospital chaplains 

Kezia and Papa 

Thandiwe and Peter 

Cliff 

Cliff's Mum and Dad 

Georgine 

Christians in Pakistan  

Mercy 



Closer Despite Covid– With John Shuttleworth *CORRECTION* 

Some of the more savvy of you may have noticed that some of Helen Fielding’s answers leaked into John’s ‘Closer Despite Covid’ in the last 
newsletter. Apologies for this error on my part! Here is John’s corrected Q&A- 

Where did you worship when you were growing up? 

It was at Park Street Methodist Church in Bolton (now sadly demolished as the area has undergone significant changes) that was my Methodist 
Alma Mater. This was a huge church - much bigger than Withington - with a large Sunday School building attached (this had over twenty rooms 
and was more like a day school with assembly hall, meeting rooms and classrooms) together with a caretaker's house and an on site manse (now 
a Funeral Director's premises). There were cricket teams, bowling teams, concerts, dances and lots of social activities during the week. Quite 
nostalgic to look back on it now from the 2020 perspective!  

How long have you been coming to Withington? 

I've been coming to Withington for over twenty years - it may be even more! It was a former minister, David Redrobe, who persuaded me to 
come, as it was a much livelier church than the one I was currently attending and I shall always be grateful to him for suggesting the move! Those 
of you who can pinpoint the dates when David was our minister will be able to work out when I first came to Withington.  

How did you discover WMC? 

I enjoy the varied worshipping community at Withington and feel that I have made 
some real friends here. I like the outreach that WMC has within the local 
community and trust that it will be able to continue this valuable work once the 
pandemic is over.  

Why is WMC important to you? 

I enjoy the varied worshipping community at Withington and feel that I have made 
some real friends here. I like the outreach that WMC has within the local 
community and trust that it will be able to continue this valuable work once the 
pandemic is over.  

Tell us one of your favourite hymns 

My favourite hymn is George Herbert's "Teach me, my God and King, In all things 
Thee to see" and my favourite verse from it is v. 4 : (have a look to see what it is!) I 
have always liked the 17th Century Metaphysical Poets and George Herbert is one 
of the best. His life as a country parson is inspiring, especially given the aristocratic 
and privileged background from which he came.  

One thing about yourself..... 

I am an avid Bolton Wanderers fan and have supported them through thin and 
thinner!  

In Person Worship 

After developing a Covid Safe plan we 
will be re-opening Withington 
Methodist Church for a adapted version 
of Sunday morning worship. 

Full information on what this new type 
of service will look like is attached at 
the end of this newsletter along with 
information about how to book your 
place. 

Booking will be required to attend in 
person as we only have limited space 
due to social distancing measures. 
However, if you would like to tune in to 
the weekly service you can watch live 
via the following YouTube link- 

https://youtu.be/L2iAqZuJvmY  

Zoom Worship 

I want to wishes you a happy new 
Methodist year! This Sunday is the first of 
the Connexional year and I shall be leading 
worship to mark this new beginning in 
these strange circumstances. The worship 
will include an agape meal, so please come 
prepared with something to drink and 
something small to eat (the tradition is 
cake).  

We shall also use breakout rooms where 
people will be divided up as far as possible 
according to their churches - so if you are 
the only one who comes from your church, 
please encourage one or two others to join 
if you can!  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84344057526?
pwd=Z3d0ZW90TUlnZHdITktrZmtjZ3grUT0
9 

Meeting ID:   843 4405 7526 

Password: 1901  

Or dial in on your mobile with the following 
number and codes- 

+442039017895, 

84344057526 #, 0#, 1901#  

Phone Worship 

Dial-in live worship every Sunday at 2:00 
pm - all you need to join is a traditional 
telephone! 

Our conference call services are held on 
Sunday afternoons from 2:00 until 2:30 
pm, but feel free to join us from 1:45 
pm  for an informal chat before worship 
where you can also share your prayer 
concerns. Each service includes: prayers, 
Bible readings, a short sermon and 1 
hymn.  

Calls are charged at local rate and are 
included in network bundle deals. 

JOINING DETAILS ARE THE SAME EVERY 
WEEK: 

To join the service please dial: 0333 0164 
757 

Room number: 79317515 # 

PIN: 8347 #   

(After giving the room and PIN number 
don’t forget to press the hash key # on 
your phone!)     

https://youtu.be/L2iAqZuJvmY
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84344057526?pwd=Z3d0ZW90TUlnZHdITktrZmtjZ3grUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84344057526?pwd=Z3d0ZW90TUlnZHdITktrZmtjZ3grUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84344057526?pwd=Z3d0ZW90TUlnZHdITktrZmtjZ3grUT09


All We Can– Harvest Appeal 

A bit of fun – Passover Wordsearch 

All the words listed below are in the puzzle - left, right, up, down or diagonally.  

After you have found all the words, the leftover letters can  be re-arranged to find the mystery answer!  

E T L E N B P E T S A H L N S 

M R O C R O H C E S S C O S U 

I A R E O D A I C E E I U T S 

T D D L B Y R F N M T R D A E 

G I S E T O A I A A I C W F J 

N T S B S F O R R R L U A F F 

I I U R R J H C B F E M I I O 

R O P A I E E A M R A C L N D 

P N P T F S H S E O R I I H O 

S S E I N U T R M O S S N A O 

O U R O N S N L E D I E G N L 

Z D C N A V U O R T A D S D B 

T O E E G E N E R A T I O N S 

A X F H O R S E R A D I S H N 

M E R O A S T E D L A M B E D 

Aaron, 

Bitter herbs, 

Blood of Jesus, 

Body of Jesus, 

Celebration, 

Circumcised, 

Consecration, 

Doorframes, 

Exodus, 

Feast, 

Firstborn, 

Generations, 

Haste, 

Horseradish, 

Israelites, 

Lord’s Supper, 

Loud wailing, 

Matzo, 

Moses, 

Pharaoh, 

Remembrance, 

Roasted lamb, 

Sacrifice, 

Springtime, 

Staff in hand, 

Traditions 

Mystery Answer– UNLEAVENED 






