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Jesus says: “I was a stranger and you welcomed me”.  

Jesus says: “I was a stranger and you did not welcome me.”  

Matthew 25, 35 and 43 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

How often do you answer the phone when the caller ID says: 
“Unknown”? I suspect most of us don’t. We want to know 
who is calling. We don’t want surprises. We want the option, 
the control, of deciding when and for whom we will answer 
the phone.    

When the doorbell rings do you first look to see if you 
recognise the car in the driveway? Have you ever asked 
your spouse, “Are you expecting someone?” Have you ever 
looked out the window and  then pretended you weren’t 
there?  

Have you ever received an invitation to a party or dinner at someone’s house and wondered or even tried to find out who would 
be there? Would they be your kind of people? The kind of people you want to be with? Have you ever accepted or declined an 
invitation because of who else would or would not be there? 

Hospitality doesn’t always come naturally, especially in times like this, when we are advised to stay away from other people as 
much as possible. In biblical Greek ‘hospitality’, ‘philoxenia’, literally means ‘love of strangers’, it means loving the kind of 
people Jesus opened his heart, spirit, and life to: the powerless, the lost, the ones on the edge and the ones hanging on by a 
thread, it means loving people who mildly annoy us and those who drive us around the bend. It means loving the type of people 
Jesus identified with when he said: ‘you have welcomed me’. 

Someone once said: ‘To welcome the stranger is to become the open circuit of God’s grace. When we practice hospitality we 
experience the joy of becoming conduits of God's hospitality rather than being self-decaying cul-de-sacs.’ A hospitable lifestyle 
requires that we first be aware of the needs of those around us. This means intentionally slowing down and looking out for the 
person that God may providentially place in our path to help. It means looking after the Jesus that lives in every stranger’s, 
newcomer’s and visitor’s heart. 

Whom has God providentially placed in your path this past week? Was it a positive or negative experience? Has the coronavirus 
crisis made you more welcoming and sensitive to other people’s needs or quite the opposite? How is God calling you to practice 
hospitality in your family, church, circle of friends? 

To welcome the stranger is to extend the hand of God. 

 

Wishing you every blessing, 

Krystyna 

Reflection from Krystyna 



Prayer Concerns 

This week we remember in our prayers- 

Those who wrestle with mental health 
issues, that God will grant them support, 
care, understanding and love. 

Refugees and asylum seekers affected by 
the pandemic. 

Medical workers in Greater Manchester 
and around the world. 

Those suffering financial hardships. 

Those who face an uncertain future. 

Those who are overwhelmed by anxiety 
and stress. 

Those who mourn and those who 
comfort them 

Families that are separated 

Those who are lonely  

Those facing redundancy 

Those who have lost a family member to 
COVID-19 

Hospital chaplains   

Zoom Worship and Social 

Caroline Wickens would like to invite you to 
join in worship this Sunday. As usual, the 
site will open at 6pm. and worship will start 
at 6.30. Here  are the details-  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84344057526?
pwd=Z3d0ZW90TUlnZHdITktrZmtjZ3grUT0
9 

Meeting ID:   843 4405 7526 

Password: 1901  

Or dial in on your mobile with the following 
number and codes- 

+442039017895, 

84344057526 #, 0#, 1901#  

Reflection from Caroline Wickens 

This week, we are invited to read the first eleven verses of Psalm 105. The psalm 
begins with a paean of praise to God’s glory and power, but then it goes on to 
explain how that glory comes alive in the story of God’s dealings with the people of 
Israel.  

7 He is the Lord our God; 
    his judgements are in all the earth. 
8 He is mindful of his covenant for ever, 
    of the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations, 
9 the covenant that he made with Abraham, 
    his sworn promise to Isaac, 
10 which he confirmed to Jacob as a statute, 
    to Israel as an everlasting covenant, 
11 saying, ‘To you I will give the land of Canaan 
    as your portion for an inheritance.’ 

The psalm picks up an idea which is central to the Old Testament and the New, the 
idea of covenant. Over and over again, God enters into covenant relationship with 
the people of Israel. God promises to be their God, and they promise to be God’s 
people – that’s how it’s expressed in the covenant with Moses, just before God 
gives the people the Ten Commandments on Mount Sinai. It’s a firm, unbreakable 
relationship, in which the more powerful partner promises protection and the 
weaker partner promises loyalty and obedience. Part of the covenant is understood 
to be the gift of land, which gave the people of Israel the security they needed to 
survive and flourish.  

The Old Testament returns many times to the tragic idea that Israel’s suffering was 
due to the people’s failure to keep the covenant. The prophet Jeremiah turns this 
idea on its head when he looks forward to a ‘new covenant’, written in people’s 
hearts, not on tablets of stone. Christians believe that the new covenant began 
with Jesus. We remember this every time we celebrate the Holy Communion, when 
we speak of the ‘new covenant’ sealed in the blood of Christ. And the phrase has a 
special resonance for Methodists because one of the most important aspects of our 
shared worship is our annual Covenant service, which takes us right back to the Old 
Testament promise that God is ours and we are God’s.  

In reminding us of the covenant from long ago, this psalm also encourages us to 
think of ourselves as covenant people for today, still in that firm, unbreakable 
relationship with God, which is a relationship marked by love.  

Lectionary Reading 

Romans 8:26-39 

26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us 
in our weakness. We do not know 
what we ought to pray for, but the 
Spirit himself intercedes for 
us through wordless groans. 27 And he 
who searches our hearts knows the 
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 
intercedes for God’s people in 
accordance with the will of God. 

28 And we know that in all things God 
works for the good of those who love 
him, who have been called according 
to his purpose. 29 For those God 
foreknew he also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of his 
Son, that he might be the 
firstborn among many brothers and 
sisters. 30 And those he 
predestined, he also called; those he 
called, he also justified; those he 
justified, he also glorified. 

More Than Conquerors 

31 What, then, shall we say in 
response to these things? If God is for 
us, who can be against us? 32 He who 
did not spare his own Son, but gave 
him up for us all—how will he not 
also, along with him, graciously give 
us all things? 33 Who will bring any 
charge against those whom God has 
chosen? It is God who justifies. 34 Who 
then is the one who condemns? No 
one. Christ Jesus who died—more 
than that, who was raised to life—is 
at the right hand of God and is also 
interceding for us. 35 Who shall 
separate us from the love of 
Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or 
persecution or famine or nakedness 
or danger or sword? 36 As it is written: 

“For your sake we face death all day 
long; 
    we are considered as sheep to be 
slaughtered.” 

37 No, in all these things we are more 
than conquerors through him who 
loved us. 38 For I am convinced that 
neither death nor life, neither angels 
nor demons, neither the present nor 
the future, nor any powers, 39 neither 
height nor depth, nor anything else in 
all creation, will be able to separate 
us from the love of God that is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84344057526?pwd=Z3d0ZW90TUlnZHdITktrZmtjZ3grUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84344057526?pwd=Z3d0ZW90TUlnZHdITktrZmtjZ3grUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84344057526?pwd=Z3d0ZW90TUlnZHdITktrZmtjZ3grUT09


A bit of fun – Origami Church 

We’re working hard to look at how/ when it will be safe to re-open our church for worship, 
but in the mean time why don’t you try making your own out of paper! 

You will need to start with a square piece of thin paper. 

Good luck!!! 


