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'God... gives rain in its season, both the spring and the autumn rain. He sets aside for us the weeks appointed for the harvest.' Jeremiah 5,24 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

when I was in school, we spent a lot of time learning how to tell time. We even had to make our own paper plate clocks. The teacher would call 
out a time and we had to move the little hands around - could you put the big hand and the little hand in the right place? All your friends would 
laugh if you couldn’t tell time. Learning how to tell time was very important.  

But things have changed. In the digital age clocks tell us what time it is. Our smartwatch, our kitchen timer, our phone will beep, we don’t have 
to tell time anymore. The time tells us. 

As we get older, we realise that the easiest thing to do is to tell time, but it's much more difficult to know what time it is. That’s a completely 
different question. Is it the time to stand up for yourself or is it the time to sit and patiently wait? Is it a time for action or a time for rest? A time 
to plant, to grow or a time to give thanks for what we have already received? 

We live in a culture which tries to convince us that it’s always spring, that we should always be planting and growing. That we should always be 
busy, always starting something new, always planning something, always on the move... 

And yet the Bible reminds us that: 'God... gives rain in its season, both the spring and the autumn rain. He sets aside for us the weeks appointed 
for the harvest.' In the biblical tradition early autumn, ‘the weeks of harvest’ are a very special time of the year, a time set apart for God. A time 
to celebrate what God is doing through us, in us and around us. A time to give thanks, to tell stories, to reconnect with our friends. Autumn is 
meant to be a time of sharing, a time of fulfilment, a time of work coming to fruition. It’s also a time to remember that our thoughts are seeds, 
and the harvest we reap will depend on the seeds we plant. What thoughts did you plant at the beginning of lockdown? How will this year’s 
harvest be different? 

 

Wishing you every blessing, 

Krystyna 

Reflection from Krystyna 

In Person Worship 

We’ve had some lovely feedback about 
our weekly morning live streams. It’s 
nice to hear that this is another way of 
making our church family feel closer 
together even while we’re apart. 

Our service this week will be lead by Al 
Lowe and will again be live streamed at 
10:45 through the following YouTube 
link- 

https://youtu.be/_zSJ098_1S4 

Zoom Worship 

Caroline Wicken’s would like to invite you 
to the weekly Sunday evening worship on 
Zoom. To join at the usual time from 6pm 
to start at 6:30pm please use the 
following  details- 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84344057526?
pwd=Z3d0ZW90TUlnZHdITktrZmtjZ3grUT
09 

Meeting ID:   843 4405 7526 

Password: 1901  

Or dial in on your mobile with the 
following number and codes- 

+442039017895, 

84344057526 #, 0#, 1901#  

Phone Worship 

Our conference call services are held on 
Sunday afternoons from 2:00 until 2:30 pm, 
but feel free to join us from 1:45 pm  for an 
informal chat before worship where you 
can also share your prayer concerns. Each 
service includes: prayers, Bible readings, a 
short sermon and 1 hymn.  

All you need is a phone, calls are charged at 
local rate and are included in network 
bundle deals. 

To join the service please dial:  
0333 0164 757 

Room number: 79317515 # 

PIN: 8347 #  

https://youtu.be/_zSJ098_1S4
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84344057526?pwd=Z3d0ZW90TUlnZHdITktrZmtjZ3grUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84344057526?pwd=Z3d0ZW90TUlnZHdITktrZmtjZ3grUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84344057526?pwd=Z3d0ZW90TUlnZHdITktrZmtjZ3grUT09


Reflection from Caroline Wickens 

One of the things that makes human beings different from the rest of creation is 
their liking for stories. Three thousand years ago, the Greeks were telling each 
other the stories of Achilles and Odysseus, and the Israelites were already 
telling the stories of God’s ways with creation. Today, we are still fascinated 
with stories, whether it’s the latest novel from our favourite author or the ups, 
downs and rounds of our preferred soap.  

Today’s psalm begins with the promise of a story:  

Give ear, O my people, to my teaching; 
    incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 
2 I will open my mouth in a parable; 
    I will utter dark sayings from of old, 
3 things that we have heard and known, 
    that our ancestors have told us. 

This is the beginning of Psalm 78, and, true to its promise, it goes on to tell a 
story: the story of Israel’s departure from Egypt and their wanderings in the 
desert.  

13 He divided the sea and let them pass through it, 
    and made the waters stand like a heap. 
14 In the daytime he led them with a cloud, 
    and all night long with a fiery light. 
15 He split rocks open in the wilderness, 
    and gave them drink abundantly as from the deep. 
16 He made streams come out of the rock, 
    and caused waters to flow down like rivers. 

It’s easy to imagine a group of people listening intently, the children perhaps 
hearing the story for the first time, the adults nodding as the familiar elements 
of the story fall into place – the divided sea, the pillar of cloud and the pillar of 
fire, the water flowing from the rock. It’s a story that is told elsewhere in the 
Bible too, and it must have been one that gave shape to the Israelites’ 
understanding of their relationship with God.  

Yet it’s not an entirely comfortable story. The psalm returns many times to the 
theme of Israel’s rebellion against God in the wilderness.  

 ‘Can God spread a table in the wilderness? 
20 Even though he struck the rock so that water gushed out 
    and torrents overflowed, 
can he also give bread, 
    or provide meat for his people?’ 

21 Therefore, when the Lord heard, he was full of rage; 
    a fire was kindled against Jacob, 
    his anger mounted against Israel, 
22 because they had no faith in God, 
    and did not trust his saving power. 
23 Yet he commanded the skies above, 
    and opened the doors of heaven; 
24 he rained down on them manna to eat, 
    and gave them the grain of heaven. 

What makes a good story? Is it a happy-ever-after tale where the good are 
rewarded and the wicked punished? Often, we look for a bit more realism – we 
want our stories to be more true to life and to reflect its ups and downs. We 
want to identify with the characters in the story, and that means they need to 
share our flaws as well as our strengths.  

So we can imagine those listening to this story remembering times when they 
too had rebelled against God, in small ways or great. The psalm cuts no corners 
– it faces up to the reality of God’s rage at disobedience. Yet at the same time, 
God remains the faithful provider, giving the people manna, the grain of 
heaven. Even in anger, God does not ignore our needs – the story weaves 
together rebuke and reassurance.  

This story of the life of the people, walking with God, going astray and finding 
God’s forgiveness, still makes sense to us, thousands of years later, because 
this is our experience too. It’s not a story of cardboard cut outs, but of real 
people like us. And, like all good stories, it helps us face the wrong we do as 
well as offering us a way forward. God promises us too ‘the grain of heaven’: in 
our own wilderness time we shan’t be forgotten.  

Philippians 2:1-13 

Imitating Christ’s Humility 

2 Therefore if you have any 
encouragement from being united 
with Christ, if any comfort from his 
love, if any common sharing in the 
Spirit, if any tenderness and 
compassion, 2 then make my joy 
complete by being like-
minded, having the same love, 
being one in spirit and of one 
mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish 
ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in 
humility value others above 
yourselves, 4 not looking to your 
own interests but each of you to the 
interests of the others. 

5 In your relationships with one 
another, have the same mindset as 
Christ Jesus: 

6 Who, being in very nature God, 
    did not consider equality with 
God something to be used to his 
own advantage; 
7 rather, he made himself nothing 
    by taking the very nature[b] of a 
servant, 
    being made in human likeness. 
8 And being found in appearance as 
a man, 
    he humbled himself 
    by becoming obedient to death— 
        even death on a cross! 

9 Therefore God exalted him to the 
highest place 
    and gave him the name that is 
above every name, 
10 that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, 
    in heaven and on earth and under 
the earth, 
11 and every tongue acknowledge 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
    to the glory of God the Father. 

Do Everything Without Grumbling 

12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you 
have always obeyed—not only in my 
presence, but now much more in 
my absence—continue to work out 
your salvation with fear and 
trembling, 13 for it is God who works 
in you to will and to act in order to 
fulfill his good purpose. 

Lectionary Reading 



A bit of fun!- Bugs in the Bible Wordsearch  

Fill in the blanks with the little creatures mentioned in each verse, then circle them in the puzzle below. 

 

Proverbs 6:6   _ _ _ 

Psalms 78:45   _ _ _ _ _ 

Matthew 23:24   _ _ _ _ 

Judges 14:8   _ _ _ _ 

Acts 12:23   _ _ _ _ _ 

Leviticus 11:22   _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Leviticus 11:22   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Deuteronomy 7:20   _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Exodus 16:20   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

1 Samual 24:14   _ _ _ _ 

Isaiah 50:9   _ _ _ _ _ 

Isaiah 59:5   _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Leviticus 11:22   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Leviticus 11:22   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Prayer List 

This week we remember in our prayers- 

Those suffering financial hardships. 

Those who face an uncertain future. 

Those who are lonely  

Those facing redundancy 

Those who have lost a family member to 
COVID-19 

Christians in Pakistan  

Care home residents, 

Teachers and children returning to school  

Barbara,  

Methodist ministers and evangelists in 
Kenya,  

People with no recourse to public funds,  

Asylum seekers facing deportation  

Thandiwe and Peter,  

Cliff,  

Cliff's parents,  

Phil,  

Simon,  

Robbie,  

Georgine  

Closer Despite Covid– With Esther Robinson  

Thank you to Esther Robinson for sharing her experience at Withington - 

Where did you worship when you were growing up? 

St. Dominic’s (RC) Church.  Page Moss. Liverpool 

How long have you been coming to Withington? 

45 years. 

How did you discover WMC? 

I was living in Withington.  I had drifted away from church as a younger woman. I attended 
the Toddler Group with my youngest daughter, Ann, and befriended Ruth McCreery who 
was a church member. I have been coming to WMC ever since.  

Why is WMC important to you? 

It’s my backbone.  It’s a great support and 
has been throughout my adult life. I 
particularly value the outreach work in 
which the church is involved. I’ve enjoyed 
working with Assist, Contact, the Playgroup 
and the Coffee Bar.  

Tell us one of your favourite hymns 

My favourite hymn is ‘Come My Way, My 
Truth, My Life’ written by George Herbert. I 
use it in my prayer time.  

One thing about yourself..... 

I like to be spontaneous, which often means 
I am not very good at planning ahead. I still 
run to catch the bus!  

ANSWERS– Ant, flies, gnat, bees, worms, locust, grasshopper, hornet, maggots, flea, 
moths, spider, katydid, cricket. 

M O T H S G N A T B H 

A N T A L L C H P E O 

G R A S S H O P P E R 

G F C R I C K E T S N 

O L S P I D E R S B E 

T E C L O C U S T D T 

S A E F K A T Y D I D 

G F L I E S W O R M S 






