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Dear Friends, 

 

Jesus says: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in the field, the man who found it sold all he had and bought that 
field.’ (Matthew 13,44-46).  

Let’s allow that parable to speak directly to our mindset, our situation today.  

If you could have one thing in life, what would it be? Let’s take an honest look at our hearts for a minute and ask ourselves: ‘What do 
I love most?’ ‘Is there something I would give up everything else for?’ Whatever it is that we treasure most, we will build our lives on 
it. For some people it’s their job, their wealth, their standing in the community, for others it’s being a good parent, grandparent, 
having a well-kept garden or being able to go on expensive holidays several times a year. There is absolutely nothing wrong with 
being a good grandmother, having a nice garden or a well-paid job, but the question is - is it enough? 

Jesus tells us that no matter our age in the deepest part of our being there lies a hidden treasure - a longing, a hope, a dream. Once 
we discover it, we will know for certain - this is what I’ve been looking for all along, this is more important to me than anything else.  

But what is this treasure exactly and how can we find it? 

Do you know the story of Rabbi Isaac Yekel from Cracow? After many years of poverty which had never shaken his faith in God Isaac 
had a strange dream one night. In his dream he saw an angel who told him to go to Prague and look for a treasure hidden under the 
bridge which leads to the king’s palace. When the dream repeated itself a third time Isaac prepared for the journey and set out for 
Prague. When he arrived in Prague he discovered that the bridge was guarded day and night, so he didn’t dare to start digging. 
Nevertheless, he went to the bridge every morning and kept walking around it until evening. Finally, the captain of the guards who 
had been watching Isaac asked him: Are you looking for something or perhaps waiting for somebody? Isaac, seeing that the captain 
was a kind and friendly man, confided in him and told him about his dream. The captain laughed and said: ‘To please an angel from 
a dream you poor fellow wore out your shoes to come all the way here? Unbelievable. You see, I don’t believe in dreams. Many years 
ago a dream told me to go to Cracow and dig for a treasure hidden under the stove of a Jew called Isaac. I can just imagine what it 
would be like, how I should have to try every other house over there, where half of the Jews are named Isaac.’ And he laughed again. 

Rabbi Isaac thanked the captain, travelled back to Cracow and dug up the treasure from under his stove. He used the money to build 
a prayer house called ‘Rabbi Isaac’s treasure’. Preaching and teaching there brought him the fulfilment that he had been seeking. 

So where is your treasure hidden? Probably much closer to home than you think. And what is it? Maybe it’s the same treasure that 
God is looking for? The world and everything in it belongs to Him and yet God is still searching for His treasure, He is pursuing it with 
all His focus and energy . What is God’s greatest desire, what does He value above all else? 

The answer would probably be - a relationship with each and every one of us - to be worshipped, loved and taken seriously by us.  

Rabbi Isaac could have spent all the money he had on a new house, nice clothes or food supplies for his family, but he decided to 
build a house of prayer instead. He found his treasure by worshipping God. And so can we. We can worship Him by admiring the 
beauty of nature, listening to our favourite hymns on Facebook or looking after a loved one who needs our help. 

God wishes to access that secret longing, hope, dream hidden deep within our hearts so He can fulfill it. This is our greatest treasure. 

 

Wishing you every blessing, 

Rev. Krystyna 

Reflection from Krystyna 



Reflection from Caroline Wickens 

Psalm 133 

1 How good and pleasant it is 
    when God’s people live together in unity! 

2 It is like precious oil poured on the head, 
    running down on the beard, 
running down on Aaron’s beard, 
    down on the collar of his robe. 
3 It is as if the dew of Hermon 
    were falling on Mount Zion. 
For there the Lord bestows his blessing, 
    even life forevermore. 

This week we are invited to read this short, lovely psalm, celebrating unity, togetherness in God. Who knows when it was written? 
There were many times in the life of the people of Israel when disagreement and discord broke out. Where should God be 
worshipped? How should God be worshipped? Who should be king? Which of the neighbours were enemies and which were allies? 
And so it went on. Yet the people held onto the vision and hope of unity. It wasn’t about papering over the cracks or pretending 
everyone was best friends, but about acknowledging difference and seeking to come to a common mind that grew out of the 
insights of many people and was therefore greater than the thinking of any one individual.  

So the psalmist’s celebration of unity is heartfelt. There are two beautiful pictures to help us understand the wonder and joy of 
this gift. One is drawn from worship in the Temple. When a new king or a new high priest was appointed, they were anointed with 
oil as a symbol of God’s grace overflowing within them, and through them, to the people. It was a time of joy and celebration as 
people were filled with hope. Unity is as wonderful as the gift of new leadership to a tired nation.  

The second picture contrasts two mountains, both beautiful in their different ways. Mount Hermon is in the north of the country, 
green and lush, the source of the river Jordan. Mount Zion is the home of Jerusalem, the city of God, but a dry, dusty city where 
the sun beats down. Just imagine, says the psalmist, the dewy freshness of Hermon bringing green shoots of life to Jerusalem – 
imagine the city transformed into an oasis. Unity is as wonderful as the gift of cool water and shade in the hot sun.  

Jesus too longed for unity. During his prayer at the Last Supper, he prayed to the Father for his disciples ‘May they be one, as you 
and I are one’ (John 17:11). Yet in the life of the church, unity – oneness – has often been conspicuous by its absence, just as it was 
among the people of Israel. How do we make sense of Jesus, God and man in one being? Do we offer marriage to same-sex 
couples? Which colour do we paint the worship area? Congregations and churches have argued and sometimes come to blows 
over these and many other matters. And this is not God’s will for us!  

So when we feel tempted to fall out with each other, when we are stressed by the pressures of our common life, when we are 
harassed and unhappy, we can return to this psalm with its wonderful images of unity, and ask God to help us find ways of 
growing towards the oneness which Jesus asked for his disciples – ‘that we may be one, as Jesus and his Father are one’.  

Greenbelt 2020—Wild at home 

Greenbelt Festival is a festival of arts, faith and justice held annually in England since 
1974. This year they’re having to do things a little differently and I thought it might 
interest some of you who wouldn't normally be interested/ able to attend the festival in 
person. The below information is from their website- 

As you know, we couldn’t come together this summer at beautiful Boughton House for 
our annual shot-in-the-arm of revolution and revelry, dance and devotion, ideas and 
inspiration, prayer and protest. So we thought we’d come to you. We called it Wild at 
Home, and our hope and prayer is that the online content we ‘ve produced this fallow 
summer has captured some of that same spirit of hopefulness, acceptance, inclusion, 
provocation and, yes, love, that so many thousands of us have experienced at the festival 
over the years. Less locking down, more opening up. 

Passes are on sale now for just £10 for the weekend (think of them as your digital 
wristband for the weekend). You’re very welcome to invite people round – distantly social 
of course. 

One pass will allow you to watch on one device at a time – it will not allow you to watch 
on multiple devices simultaneously. For that, you would need to buy additional passes. 
Your pass will give you access on the day but also for one month after, so you can watch 
the livestream sessions from The Canopy and Pagoda on-demand throughout 
September. 

There’ll be a zoom schedule of music, comedy and spoken word, as well as ideas and 
debate. You’ll also be able to catch up for after-show conversations and roundtable 
discussions. The full line up can be found on the last page of this weeks newsletter. 

To buy your pass visit— https://www.greenbelt.org.uk/buy-tickets/  

Lectionary Reading 

Romans 11: 1-2a, 29-32  

The Remnant of Israel 

 

11 I ask then: Did God reject his 
people? By no means! I am an Israelite 
myself, a descendant of 
Abraham, from the tribe of 
Benjamin. 2 God did not reject his 
people, whom he foreknew. Don’t you 
know what Scripture says in the 
passage about Elijah—how he 
appealed to God against Israel:  

 

29 for God’s gifts and his call are 
irrevocable. 30 Just as you who were at 
one time disobedient to God have now 
received mercy as a result of their 
disobedience, 31 so they too have now 
become disobedient in order that they 
too may now[a] receive mercy as a 
result of God’s mercy to you. 32 For God 
has bound everyone over to 
disobedience so that he may have 
mercy on them all.  

https://www.greenbelt.org.uk/buy-tickets/


Closer Despite Covid– With Helen Fielding 

Continuing with our weekly Q&As with our church family, this week we hear more about Helen Fielding. It would be wonderful 
to hear from as many different people as possible, spanning our wonderfully diverse community. If you would like to take part, 
please send your answers through to withingtonmethodistnews@gmail.com along with a photo of yourself.  

 

Where did you worship when you were growing up 

Lidgett Grove Methodist Church, Acomb, York. It’s on a housing estate, and is still thriving. It’s where I got married.  

How long have you been coming to Withington 

About 34 years, I think!  

How did you discover WMC 

I was  living in Ladybarn at the time, and had not attended a church in Manchester before, in spite of living there for a number of 
years, but felt a call back to join a church community. I tried a couple of other churches, but they didn’t feel ‘right’ for me. The first 
time I went to Withington it immediately seemed to be what I was looking for. Everyone was very friendly and welcoming.   

Why is WMC important to you? 

I have always felt ‘at home’ at WMC, and have made many friends there over the 
years. My girls were always made to feel welcome, part of the family, and encouraged 
to take part in church life. I first joined the Drama Group, and joined a House Group, 
which was an important part of my journey in the Christian faith. I then soon found 
myself persuaded to take on various roles in the Church, from door steward, to 
secretary of the (now defunct) Ministries Committee, admin for Junior Church, 
followed by teaching in Junior Church, and currently Church Steward. I believe WMC 
has a commitment to its congregation and the wider community, and always seeks 
opportunities to benefit and support the community.  

Tell us one of your favourite hymns 

It has to be ‘Love Divine all Loves Excelling’  

One thing about yourself..... 

I have appeared on NW Tonight, and briefly in a documentary film (Do You Own The 
Dancefloor?) with my piece of the dance floor from the Hacienda nightclub, which I 
frequented in the early to mid 80s (the days before all it’s problems!) It was bought 
for me by a friend when all pieces of the club were auctioned off and is one of my 
prized possessions!  

Prayer Concerns 

This week we remember in our prayers- 

Those suffering financial hardships. 

Those who face an uncertain future. 

Those who are lonely  

Those facing redundancy 

Those who have lost a family member to 
COVID-19 

Hospital chaplains 

Kezia and Papa 

Thandiwe and Peter 

Cliff 

Cliff's Mum and Dad 

Georgine 

Christians in Pakistan  

Mercy 

Zoom Worship and Social 

Caroline Wickens would like to invite you to 
join in worship this Sunday when Rev. Ken 
Stokes will lead our worship. Here  are the 
details-  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84344057526?
pwd=Z3d0ZW90TUlnZHdITktrZmtjZ3grUT0
9 

Meeting ID:   843 4405 7526 

Password: 1901  

Or dial in on your mobile with the following 
number and codes- 

+442039017895, 

84344057526 #, 0#, 1901#  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84344057526?pwd=Z3d0ZW90TUlnZHdITktrZmtjZ3grUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84344057526?pwd=Z3d0ZW90TUlnZHdITktrZmtjZ3grUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84344057526?pwd=Z3d0ZW90TUlnZHdITktrZmtjZ3grUT09


A bit of fun – Dot to Dot 

Start at number 1 and follow the numbers in sequence to reveal the mystery image. 




