
  

December 2019 
 

  www.withingtonmethodistchurch.org 

Withington 

Methodist 

News 
 



 

 

DEAR FRIENDS, 
 

A gentleman was walking one day in the east end of the city of Glasgow. 

The streets were so narrow, and the houses so high, that little direct 

sunshine ever reached the houses on one side. The gentleman noticed a 

ragged, barefoot boy trying, with a small piece of mirror, to catch the 

sunrays and direct them to a certain spot on one of the houses opposite. 

He became interested in the boy's earnest efforts.  

"What are you trying to do, young man?" he asked.  

"Do you see the window up there?" the boy replied.  

"Well, my little brother had an accident two years ago, and is always lying 

on his back in that room up there, but it’s on the wrong side to get the 

SUNDAY WORSHIP & CHRISTMAS WORSHIP 

1st December 10.45 Rev Caroline Wickens 

18.30 United Service - Didsbury Methodist 

8th December 10.45 Noel 

18.30 No Service 

15th December 10.45 Rev Krystyna Kwarciak (Holy Communion) 

18.30 St Paul’s 

22nd December 10.45 Elizabeth Adu 

18.30 No Service 

24th December 17.00 Chrstingle Service 

25th December 10.00 Rev Caroline Wickens 

29th December 10:45 Rev Caroline Wickens 

18:30 No Service 

TUESDAY MORNING COFFEE FELLOWSHIP 

A warm welcome awaits you at this devotional meeting for men and women of all ages and 

denominations. Please check the location & details with the Church Office or on the noticeboard. 

COFFEE/TEA AND BISCUITS SERVED AT 10:30AM (DONATIONS APPRECIATED FOR 

REFRESHMENTS, SPEAKERS EXPENSES AND THE LEPROSY MISSION) 

Please contact the Church Office for information surrounding the weekly 

locations and topics. 



sunshine, so I always try to catch the light in this little piece of glass and 

shine it into his room.” 

The gentleman happened to be a playwright and a few years later he wrote 

a play about two brothers who encourage each other in the midst of 

difficult circumstances.  

The man's whole family bubbled over with excitement to hear that a 

national newspaper would be reviewing his play — even more so when we 

read what they wrote:  "In this play, hope flickers like a firefly." 

It was a beautiful review of the play — but also a powerful observation on 

the nature of hope. Hope is not a glaring spotlight, but rather a flickering 

flame. Not an earth-shaking sound, but a small whisper.  

Our hope is built on the promises of God in His Word — pledges that His 

glory will fill the earth like water covers the seas ... even though we live in 

a world that often seems more dark than light. 

The evidence of our hope can be very small. Sometimes not visible at all. 

But we can take comfort in the fact that Jesus — the King of Kings and 

Lord of Lords — appeared at one time, on the first Christmas night, as just 

a small baby in a manger.  

What can we do to be a flickering firefly of hope in a dark world? What 

small ways might God want to use us to make a great impact this 

Christmas?  

During this Christmas season, let us treasure the beauty of the flickering 

light which is our hope — trusting that even this small light will be the 

beginning of a beautiful, powerful act of God. 

May God bless you and your family this Christmas season, may it be filled 

with hope, Love, joy and peace. 
 

Rev. Krystyna  



A CHRISTMAS QUIZ 

by Elaine Champion 

The answers are all to be found in the Bible in Matthew’s Gospel chapters 

1 and 2 or in Luke’s Gospel chapter 1 and 2 verses 1 to 40. 

 

1. In Matthew’s Gospel how many generations are recorded between 

Abraham and the Messiah? 

 

2. How many gifts did the Wise Men bring to Jesus? 

 

3. In the accounts of Jesus’ birth how many visits from the angels are 

there? 

 

4. How many months did Mary stay with her cousin Elizabeth while 

they were both pregnant? 

 

5. How old was Anna the prophetess? 

 

6. How many months had Elizabeth been pregnant when the angel 

appeared to Mary? 

 

7. How many different names are given to Jesus in these passages? 

 

8. How many times do angels say “ Do not be afraid”? 

 

9. How many prophecies are quoted from the old testament in the 

Matthew passages? 

 

10. How many days old was Jesus when he was circumcised and given 

his name? 

Answers 

1:42  2:3  3:6  4:3  5:84  6:6  7: 12 ( Immanuel, Jesus, Messiah, King of the Jews, 

Christ, Son of David, Son of Abraham, Son of the Most High, Son of God, Lord, 

Saviour, Nazarene)  8:4 9:5 10: 8 



WRITE FOR RIGHTS 2019 
 

As part of our Advent preparations we will again be thinking about prisoners 

of conscience during our morning service on 15 December.  

Amnesty International campaigns to protect people when they've taken a 

stand for justice, fairness, freedom and truth.  Every year in its Write for 

Rights campaign, Amnesty asks people to send messages of hope to people 

whose rights have been abused.  

This year we're taking action for young people across the world who are 

having their human rights denied.  The congregation will sign Christmas cards 

with our good wishes to the brave people highlighted in the following cases: 

 

 

MEXICO - JOSÉ ADRIÁN 

In February 2016, 14-year-old José Adrián was walking home from school 

when he stumbled into the aftermath of a fight between a group of youths 

in which a police car was damaged. Police officers grabbed him and threw 

him against the car, and one officer stomped on his neck. José Adrián, who 

has a hearing disability, was the only one to be arrested. The officers did not 

provide an explanation or contact his parents. At the police station, José 

Adrián was handcuffed, hung from a wall and left for what felt like hours. To 

get him released, his family, who are Indigenous Maya and live in a 

disadvantaged community, were forced to pay a fine and the costs of 

repairing the police car – money they could ill afford. José Adrián dropped 

out of school because of the ordeal. Today, he is back in high school, and he 

and his family want to move on with their lives. But the authorities have still 

not provided reparations or brought the officers responsible to justice. 

 

NIGERIA - NASU ABDULAZIZ 

Nasu Abdulasiz is fighting for his right to a home. His community was evicted 

without warning from their century-old settlement, Otodo Gbame, in Lagos. 

Between November 2016 and April 2017, armed men acting on government 

orders razed Otodo Gbame to the ground, leaving 30,000 people homeless.  

On the penultimate night of the eviction, Nasu was shot in the arm. The next 

day the Lagos State Taskforce rampaged through the settlement, shooting 



bullets and teargas. In the ensuing panic, nine people are believed to have 

been killed, with another 15 still missing.  Today, thousands of families remain 

separated, more than 100 children have lost out on education, and many 

livelihoods have been destroyed. There has been no independent 

investigation into the forced evictions or the excessive use of force by the 

police and military. But Nasu has not given up. He is campaigning with the 

Nigerian Slum/Informal Settlement Federation, a grassroots organisation 

demanding more inclusive and habitable cities. 

 

CHINA - YILIYASIJIANG REHEMAN 

We will send a message of support to Mairinisha Abuduaini, the pregnant 

wife of Yiliyasijiang Reheman; they were both studying at a university in Egypt 

when he went missing in July 2017. He was one of about 200 Uyghur people 

rounded up by the Egyptian government at the behest of the Chinese 

authorities. Three weeks later Mairinisha gave birth to their second child.  

Mairinisha, who now lives in Turkey, later learned that Yiliyasijiang had been 

sent back to the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region in northwest China. 

She believes he is among the estimated one million mainly Muslim people 

locked up in secretive ‘transformation-through-education’ camps. Since 

2017, the Chinese government has intensified its campaign of mass 

internment, surveillance, indoctrination and forced cultural assimilation 

against Uyghurs and members of other predominantly Muslim ethnic groups 

in Xinjiang. Those sent to the camps are not put on trial, have no access to 

a lawyer or the right to challenge the decision, and may face torture and 

other ill-treatment. 

 

CANADA - GRASSY NARROWS YOUTH  

Young people from the Grassy Narrows First Nation in northwest Ontario 

are fighting for a healthy future for themselves and their community. In the 

1960s, a pulp mill upstream dumped an estimated nine tonnes of mercury 

into the river system, contaminating the fish and making them dangerous to 

eat. For the community it was devastating: fishing was a vital part of their 

way of life. Generations of young people grew up with serious health 

problems and lost their cultural traditions. The government has done little 

to address what is currently Canada’s worst health crisis.  In 2017, the 

government promised to deal with the mercury crisis ‘once and for all’. This 

would mean cleaning up the river, offering the community specialised health 



care and providing compensation. The young people of the Grassy Narrows 

First Nation are determined to hold the government to its promise. 

 

 

What news of the people we wrote to and prayed for this time last year?: 

 

Iranian activist Atena Daemi, who was imprisoned for campaigning against 

the death penalty and denied medical treatment despite being believed to 

be suffering from multiple sclerosis, received the care she required after 

some 700,000 people sent her messages of support. 

 

Venezuelan youth activist Geraldine Chacón said about the thousands of 

messages she was sent, ‘I received them all. You put a smile on my face. Thank 

you so much for your support, for caring’. 

 

In January, the conviction of Moroccan protest leader Nawal Benaissa was 

upheld. Nawal has faced sustained intimidation from the authorities because 

of her work on Social justice and health issues. Her only ‘crime’ was to join 

peaceful protests to demand the rights of people in the Rif region. 

 

Lawyer Azza Soliman, whom we sent a card to in 2017, was acquitted last 

year of charges brought against her. However she and other Egyptian human 

rights defenders remain at risk, as the ruling only relates to the first phase 

of their case.  

 

And we continue to pray for British charity worker Nazanin Zaghari-

Ratcliffe, jailed in Iran, to whom we sent a card in 2016 and whose case is 

sadly regularly still in the news.   

 



NEWS FROM THE CONNEXION 

26 NOVEMBER 2019 

Methodist President calls for all to take responsibility 

for homelessness 

We live in one world where the homeless are our collective responsibility, 

the Revd Dr Barbara Glasson said in a recent visit to Whitechapel Mission 

in London which serves 300 breakfasts each day to the homeless. 

Whitechapel Mission, in the heart of the East End of London, recently 

celebrated its 143rd anniversary. Open every day, the Mission served 

108,398 breakfasts in the last year with the help of 5, 200 volunteers. 

Dr Barbara Glasson, visited the Mission to give thanks for the work of the 

staff and volunteers. Speaking after a thanksgiving service she said: “We are 

really proud of the mission which is very much part of our Methodist 

heritage and our family.” 

Tony Miller, Centre Manager for the past 40 years who works alongside his 

wife Sue said, “The Mission opens its doors each day at 6am prompt for 

guests who can take a shower, choose some fresh clothes to wear, feel the 

warmth of the welcome and eat a hearty breakfast. Once the guests are 

warm, clean and fed they can access other facilities including mobile phone 

charging, and get help with combating addiction, receive dentistry and other 

health care provision, and debt counselling.” 

This year 5,698 people have used the Mission’s services which also include 

support in getting housed and back to work. 

Speaking about causes of homelessness, Dr Glasson said, “The vulnerabilities 

that lead to homelessness are well known to us. Relationship breakdown, 

debt, addictions, mental ill-health. These are the things that disrupt human 

well-being and lead to chaotic lives and cyclical and destructive patterns of 

behaviour.” 



 

Calling for people to challenge themselves and the causes of homelessness, 

Dr Glasson said: “There are not two Britains, North and South are part of 

the same country, there are not two Londons rich and poor, there are not 

two societies, there is only one world.” 

Guests shared their stories on film at the recent thanksgiving service. Dave 

said he was initially, “mesmerised that it was warm inside” and spoke of how 

so many people had been let down by the authorities but had found stability 

and companionship at the Mission. Carl spoke about feeling the “invisible 

arm around you” from the Mission’s volunteers and staff. 

Michael Spurr, Chair of Trustees, said: “Please continue to pray for all at the 

Mission; for our guests, especially as with the onset of colder, wetter weather, 

life on the streets becomes much more challenging; for Tony and all the staff 

as they tirelessly strive to help all those who come to us in need, and to our 

trustees as they seek to plan for the future.” 

 

  



25 NOVEMBER 2019 

A response from the Methodist Church to the 

Churches Together in England fourth presidency 

appointment 

 

“Plans to appoint a further President for Churches Together in England (CTE) 

have faltered because not all denominations in membership of CTE would accept 

a nominated President, who is a Quaker in a same-sex marriage. 

The Churches have rejected the Quakers' appointee Hannah Brock Womack, 

because she is married to a woman. An active Quaker, she is a young, radical 

peace activist, who campaigns against the arms trade and works in the voluntary 

sector. 

The CTE Member Churches bring together a richness of traditions and 

understanding. Some Churches agree with Quakers' strong stand for same-sex 

marriage. 

CTE, which offers an ecumenical space for sharing between the Churches, on a 

range of religious issues, has a recognised process for appointing Presidents. 

Generally, CTE has six Presidents, representing various church groupings. Each 

grouping appoints Presidents. The churches in the Fourth Presidency Group 

appoint a President every four years, in turn. Quaker Rowena Loverance served 

as a CTE President from 1998 to 2001. This time, Hannah Brock Womack was 

nominated by Quakers in Britain, to represent members of the Fourth Presidency 

Group which includes Lutheran Council of Great Britain, the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church of England, German-Speaking Lutheran, Reformed and United 

Congregations in Great Britain, Church of Scotland (Presbytery of England) and 

Quakers in Britain. 

After the Fourth Presidency Group appointed Hannah Brock Womack, the 

Member Churches of CTE's Enabling Group gave this further thought and came 

to “a clear mind, by a substantial majority". A statement said, “For the sake of our 

ecumenical unity at present, we request that the Fourth Presidency Group show 

restraint by not exercising the office of their Presidential appointment. We 



acknowledge the pain and sadness that this will provoke." 

Hannah Brock Womack remains the fourth President but will not be able to take 

her place alongside the other CTE Presidents when they gather. The fourth chair 

will be left empty as a symbol of the work still to be done to find unity.”  

– Except taken from Quakers in Britain Website- Churches' plan for new 

President falters because of equal marriage 

 

 

Response from the Methodist Church- 
 

We recognise the pain and share the grief caused to the Quakers and 

other members of the CTE by this decision. The outcome does not 

represent the position of the Methodist Church which does not bar 

people who are in an equal marriage from any roles within the Church, but 

we acknowledge that not all churches are in the same place on same-sex 

marriage. We appreciate the care and prayerfulness taken during the 

decision-making process, of which the Methodist church has been a part, 

and we will continue to participate fully in the continuing journey with our 

ecumenical partners. 

 

The Methodist Church is currently studying the report God in Love Unites 

Us which makes recommendations about many aspects of marriage and 

relationships and will consider the responses at the 2020 Conference. 

 



21 NOVEMBER 2019 

Statement regarding the US Government 

announcement on settlements 

The Revd Dr Barbara Glasson, President of the Methodist Conference, has 

released a statement following the US Government announcement on 

settlements- 

 

As President of the Methodist Conference I have recently had the privilege 

of visiting and talking with many people in Israel and the West Bank. Other 

colleagues from the Methodist Connexional Team and Global Relations  have 

supported long-term relationships in the region and Gaza.  The many people 

we have spoken with recognise that compromises will be required of both 

communities to achieve a lasting peace, but I am concerned that comments 

by the US government that Israeli settlements in the West Bank are not 

illegal may cause further destabilisation of the region. 

 

 

 

 
 

 



In visiting the West Bank I heard how the expansion of settlements has 

caused the demolition of Palestinian houses and schools. In Hebron I could 

see the expansion upwards over the top of Palestinian businesses and 

houses.  Settlements are cutting off Palestinian communities and further 

restricting freedom of movement. They compromise the ambition for 

economic prosperity and a secure future for all. The current expansion of 

the military occupation of the West Bank apparently pushes the search for 

a resolution even further into the future. 

 

In 2015, the UN Security Council again insisted that Israeli settlements in 

the West Bank “have no legal validity, constituting a flagrant violation under 

international law.” Feeling powerless in their situation, the Palestinians I 

spoke with appealed for international support to help them live peaceful 

lives and achieve self-determination. I know there are many Israelis, including 

some that I met, who are also longing for a lasting peace. It is therefore of 

great concern to read of the recent actions of the US government in relation 

to the region. 

 

I add my voice to the many who are challenging the recent actions of the 

U.S. government. This situation is not simply about international politics but 

about ordinary people searching for a peaceful means to live together.  

 

On behalf of the Methodist Church I urge the UK government, along with 

others, to impress on the Government of Israel that the continued military 

occupation is unacceptable at both a political and a human level. 

 

  



12 NOVEMBER 2019 

Pioneering eco church building opened A virtually carbon 

neutral church hall has opened in Baildon, Bradford, West Yorkshire. Named 

the Fold, the new building at Baildon Methodist Church is believed to be 

the first of its kind built to standards similar to those of a Passivhaus on 

church premises in Britain. 

At the building’s opening, the Revd Kerry Tankard, Chair of the Yorkshire 

West Methodist District, referred to the building’s low carbon footprint, 

saying it, “sits lightly on the earth”. 

In order to comply with the government’s target of net zero carbon 

dioxide emissions, a number of state of the art construction techniques 

were incorporated into the build including enhanced insulation, 8 kWpeak 

photovoltaic electricity-generating panels fitted on the roof and triple-

glazing  throughout. 

John Anderson, Trustee of Baildon Methodist Church, said: 

“Both Parliament and Bradford Council have declared a climate emergency. 

Baildon Methodist Church is not just wringing its hands over this, not just 

talking about it: it has acted. 

“The design of the Fold challenges those constructing new buildings to 

reach the same standards so that we may meet the government’s targets of 

net zero carbon dioxide emissions by 2050.” 

The upper level of the two storey building will offer free lets to some 

groups such as the Scouts and Guides. The Lower level has been planned 

with the 40-year-old Baildon Preschool in mind.  The spaces will be 

available for hire when not occupied by these groups.  

The church has raised over £800,000 in the last 10 years to cover the 

costs of the building. 

Director of Property Support for the Methodist Church, Stephen 

Hetherington, said: 

 “The Methodist Church nationally is committed to reducing its overall 



carbon footprint through its Connexional Property Strategy and this 

scheme is a perfect example of how this can be achieved.” 

“The building tackles some of the most important challenges of our time - 

climate change and renewable energy. It is heartening to see a Methodist 

community leading the way. 

“The Fold is a wonderful facility for both for the church and the local 

community at Baildon.” 

Two hundred people attended the opening service, including the local MP 

Philip Davies, Councillor Susan Hinchcliffe, the Chair of Bradford Council 

and Councillor Joe Ashton, the Chair of Baildon Town Council. 

 

  



WHEN CHRIST STEPPED OUT OF THE PICTURE 
By Ian W Mutton 
 

When I first went to work I used to visit Golders Green Hippodrome each week 

to enjoy the variety show. When one act appeared the curtains opened to display 

a large framed picture of a young lady sitting on a swing. Suddenly to the surprise 

of the audience the young woman stepped down from the picture to commence 

her act of singing, dancing and speaking. When her act concluded the artiste 

returned to the picture. 

In the Old Testament you find a picture of God. At Bethlehem the son of God 

stepped out of the picture. Humankind saw the Lord Jesus in the flesh dancing, 

singing and speaking. Sydney Carter has shown how the Saviour danced His way 

through life. 

 

  I danced in the morning 

  When the world was begun, 

  I danced in the moon 

  and the stars and the sun; 

  and I came down from heaven 

  and I danced on the earth 

  at Bethlehem 

  I had my birth.    Singing the Faith 247 

 

If you want to see dancing at its best; you need to visit a school playground. Here 

little girls and boys are full of joy, the joy of being alive. 

The Lord Jesus maintained such joy throughout His earthly life. As the hymn 

reminds us He danced with the Scribe and the Pharisee, the fishermen and the 

lame. He found joy in everything He attempted. His life was full of Love, Joy and 

Peace. He found joy in overcoming temptation. Somehow He danced “with the 

devil on His back”. He continued to dance, when He was arrested, brought before 

Pilate, as He was nailed to the cross. If there is rejoicing in heaven over one sinner 

who repents then our Lord must have experienced joy at the dying thief who 

repented. Our Lord died for the joy that was set before Him. He knew His earthly 

work was accomplished. 

We have little evidence of the Lord singing although He must have sung in the 

synagogue and the temple services. These too would have been times of joy. 

Certainly the Saviour sang the psalms. He was not slow to quote them when He 



addressed the crowds and disciples. Only on one occasion do we hear of the 

Lord singing. This was after the Last Supper the Lord and His disciples sang a 

hymn before they left for the Garden of Gethsemane (Matt.26:30). 

Christ saw Himself as a prophet. The first time He mentions this is when He read 

the scriptures in the synagogue: ”The spirit of the Lord is upon me because He 

has appointed me to preach good tidings to the poor”(Luke 4:18.). The Lord then 

added,” Today has this scripture been fulfilled in your ears (Luke 4:21). When the 

people of Nazareth criticised our Lord, He commented, “A prophet is not 

without honour save in His own country” (John 4:44) and when forecasting His 

death on the cross He says, ”It cannot be that a prophet should perish out of 

Jerusalem” (Luke 8:33).  

The Lord soon recognized He was a Teacher. Today He is seen as the supreme 

Teacher over against the teacher of the Old Testament, ”You have heard it said of 

old time … but I say unto you” (Matt 5:21,22). He addressed His disciples, ”Don’t 

be called Rabbi, for one is your teacher”(Matt 23:8). Our teacher spoke truths 

with authority: ”Everyone therefore who hears these words of mine and does 

them shall be likened to a wise man who built his house upon a rock and when 

rain descended and the floods came and the winds blew and beat upon the house, 

it did not fall for it was built upon a rock”(Matt 7:24,25). 

Throughout His ministry the Lord taught about the kingdom of God. This is the 

realm of grace as is seen in the Parables of the Labourers in the Vineyard (Matt 

20:1-16). The kingdom has enemies, the Parables of the Wheat and Tares (Matt 

13:24-30, 36-43). This kingdom must be discovered, The Hidden Treasure (Matt 

13:34), and the Merchantman (Matt 13:45-46). This kingdom grows secretly (Mark 

4:26-29). This realm of grace is present in the Lord Jesus: The Householder who 

brings forth his treasure (Matt 12:52). Christ also gave pictures with His stories 

of Dives and Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31), the marriage of the King’s son (Matt 22:2-

10) and the Waiting Father (Luke 15:11-32). 

The Lord Jesus came to reveal His father’s thoughts: all things have been delivered 

unto me of my father, and no one knows the son, save the father, neither do any 

know the father save the son and to whom the son will reveal him (Matt 11:22, 

Luke 10:22). Other factors of which He spoke as a teacher were the Holy 

Communion, His rejection, His death and the judgement. 

So the Lord Jesus stepped out of the picture to dance, sing and speak. He set an 

example for His followers. They, also, should dance, sing, and speak for Him. 

  



SO WHAT’S YOUR STORY 

By Ali Johnson from the connexion, the free magazine 

of the Methodist Church (To receive a free copy, visit 

www.bit.ly/the-connexion) 

We all have a story to tell and The Story Project will inspire us to share 

our own God-stories according to Ali Johnson, a member of Evangelism 

and Growth, a new team supporting our Church-wide focus on sharing the 

good news of Jesus  

Stories can unite and empower us. Daniel Taylor, Professor at Bethel 

College in the USA, said: “Human beings are innately social creatures, and 

stories are the single most powerful glue that binds us together. One 

definition of a community is people who share common stories. People 

know who they are and who they belong to by the stories they tell 

together.” 

Unforgettable stories 

In 1762, the British politician and aristocrat John Montagu, the 4th Earl of 

Sandwich, spent a lot of his time playing cards. He greatly enjoyed eating a 

snack while playing, but wanted to keep one hand free for the cards. So, he 

came up with the idea of eating beef between slices of toast, which would 

allow him to eat and play cards at the same time. This snack of two slices 

of bread with meat in between became known as a ‘sandwich’, and was one 

of the most popular meal inventions in the Western world. 

Now you have heard the story, you are unlikely ever to forget how the 

sandwich was invented. The story will have conveyed this event far more 

powerfully than a series of bullet points or other facts. Telling stories is as 

old as human civilisation itself, dating right back to Palaeolithic people who 

depicted their lives on cave walls, through ancient civilisations of the Near 

East and Egypt and epic stories of ancient Greece. If much has changed in 

culture and technology since then, stories remain very much the same – it’s 

in our nature as humans to tell them. It’s also in our nature to listen to 

them. Stories are the way we communicate our feelings, emotions, beliefs 



and values. Stories impart truth and reveal our heart. Each of us has a story, 

and our story is worth sharing.  

What is The Story Project? 

Part of each individual’s story is their story with God. And this is what The 

Story Project is all about. Our stories are gifts that deserve to be shared 

so The Story Project gives people both the platform and the confidence to 

share their story. 

It is being put together by a partnership involving Cliff College, the 

Methodist Church’s Evangelism and Growth team, Learning Network and 

local churches and circuits. It has a number of aspects.  

The Story booth  

We will have a ‘story video booth’ at certain events to collect short video 

stories for sharing on social media throughout 2019/2020. The stories may 

also be used by local churches and circuits on their own social media 

accounts to engage with people outside the Church.  

The Story website  

The website www.thestoryproject.org.uk will both store and share the 

stories we capture and host resources to help build a culture of telling 

testimonies across the Church.  

The Story resources  

On the website you will find a series of all-age resources that can help to 

help improve confidence in storytelling. 

The value of everyone’s story 

One can sometimes get the impression that the only stories the Church 

values are those of radical conversions from dark pasts; the more sordid 

the details and the more dramatic the conversion the better. The reality of 

course is that most people’s stories are not like this and we can sometimes 

feel we ‘don’t have a story’. This could not be further from the truth. 



People value stories of people like them, who in their ordinary lives 

encounter our extraordinary God. The Story Project gives value to all 

types of story, the dramatic and the ordinary. We believe that all stories are 

important. 

How to get involved 

You can come to an event and share your story. Find out where the booth 

will be from the events listing on The Story Project website.  

You can browse other people’s stories. Our website has loads of stories 

that will encourage, inspire and challenge you.  

You can download stories to tell in your services.  

You can check out the amazing free resources that we have and use these 

to support your own story telling.  

Remember the story of the invention of the sandwich? Telling and sharing 

our stories is just as memorable – and can be life-changing both for you 

and your listeners. www.thestoryproject.org.uk 
 

 

WHAT’S YOUR STORY 

Being featured in the Recorder -By Tony Longshaw  

In the October 3rd edition of the Recorder came and editorial request for 

Harvest Festival memories. In a fit of enthusiasm, I remembered an incident 

when I was 14 and emailed it to the editor. It was 'slightly humorous' and I 

thought it might be used as an end-piece to a half page series of memories. 

I was amazed that next week (Oct 11th) it stood alone with a harvest 

picture. I was also surprised that no other harvest memories were printed 

in later issues. Then on November 8th a second article appeared, 

apparently inspired by my offering. Nice to think someone in the Shetlands 

had read what I had written! 

 



A further story about Jim Taylor. By 1961, back from Durham and 

Newcastle, I had also become a local preacher and joined Jim trying to fill 

plan shortages in East Manchester, particularly in the Glossop circuit. Jim's 

name appeared very regularly, inivited to take Chapel or Sunday School 

Anniversaries, Men's Sunday evening services etc. It is always nice to be 

'invited' like most other local preachers, I was usually sent. Then one day I 

received a letter from the Head Teacher of Dinting Methodist Primary 

School asking me to take the annual afternoon thanksgiving anniversary 

service for the children of the day school, followed by the evening service 

at our Dinting church. I replied by return of post! 

 

I must confess that I made an excuse to cross over the road to Jim's 

greengrocers to happen to tell him of my invitation. "Ay", said Jim, "she 

asked me and I was already booked for that date but suggested that she 

might consider asking you". I returned home still pleased, but as a slightly 

deflated second choice. It served me right.  

 

  



BABY BASKET 
A letter from the Baby Basket Team 
 

Dear Sir/ Madam 

 

At Moston Methodist Church, we've always had a heart for service and 

recently carried out detailed research to find out what the needs were in 

our local area, so that we could respond appropriately. We discovered that 

there is a significant issue with child poverty, with a shocking 30% of 

children living below the poverty line on the doorstep of our church. We 

were really upset to learn of this and want to do everything we can to help 

address this problem and support new parents or carers who are 

struggling. 

 

We will soon be starting a resource bank for carers of babies and very 

young children, who are affected by poverty in the local area. This will be 

like a food bank but will instead carry essentials for carers of very young 

children, such as nappies, muslin cloths, onesies, and feeding supplies. 

Working on a referral basic, clients will receive a pack containing essentials 

for their neew baby, along with an invitation to our baby group that they 

can attend for peer support. We will then also hold a stock of additional 

items as well to enable us to continue to support them in the earliest 

years. The peer group will be run by qualified child and family worker, who 

has previous experience of the Early Help schemes, and so will be well 

placed to signpost attendees to othe support services. 

 

Our resources are very limited, however, we've secured a grant from the 

local council to help us get things started but that won't last long. Moving 

forward we'll be reliant on donations from our partners and church 

members. As such, we were wondering if ou would be willing to help us in 

either one of the following ways: 

 

  



1. A donation of items that we can pass on to our service users, such 

as baby clothes, bedding, nappies, etc.  

 

2.  Allowing us to place a collection box with you to allow people to 

make donations as and when they want to, which we can then 

regularly collect. 

 

Anything donated will be very gratefully received and will make a material 

difference to those in the local area who are struggling. 

 

If you have any questions or queries about what we are doing, or if you 

need any more information please feel free to get in touch to 

mostonyouth@yahoo.com. We'd also be more than happy to come and 

speak to your staff to share more information about this. 

 

Thank you for taking the time to read our request, 

 

Best wishes, 

 

R. Doyle and the Baby basket team   



  



WHAT’S ON? 
 

Christmas season is hard for those whose hearts are hurting. 
You are not alone. 

 

 
 

Blue Christmas is a gentle contemplative service for those who are 
carrying pain or loss during this time of celebration. 

 

Sunday 15th December 5:00 pm, Didsbury Methodist Church 
 

The idea behind a Blue Christmas Service is to provide a quiet, reflective 
service as an alternative to the more traditional gatherings. It’s a way to 

care for those who are sad or struggling whilst those around them are 
caught up in celebrating. 

 
In our congregations we have a number of people who are struggling 

with different kinds of pain and loss and are ‘not feeling very 
Christmassy’ this year. 

 
Services like this provide an opportunity for people to hear not about the 

baby in the manger, who can be dismissed as irrelevant, but about the 
God of Love who comes to us in the midst of the heartbreak and pain in 

our own everyday lives and the lives of those around us. 

WHAT’S ON? 



WHAT’S ON? 
 

The Methodist Church Learning Network is pleased to be 

hosting a one day event at Manchester Central Buildings, helping people to 

explore MBTI and how it impacts on their work and ministry. Led by its 

accredited practitioners, Amy Adams & Jane Bingham, the day will 

focus on the personality type of individuals and how understanding 

yourself can improve relationships with others, enhance team working and 

help with personal wellbeing.  

 

The event is free but booking is essential as the completion of a pre-event 

questionnaire and provision of bespoke reports will form part of the 

learning.  There are only 20 spaces available. Bookings can be made through 

binghamj@methodistchurch.org.uk or more info obtained through Jane on 

07799900487 

 

Methodist Central Buildings 

Central Hall Oldham Street 

Manchester UK 

M1 1JQ 

23 January 2020 9.30am –4.30pm (with T&C from 9.15am) 
 

 

The Myers-Briggs Type Indicator is the world’s most popular personality 

assessment.  It provides a robust foundation for life-long personal 

development, using a constructive, flexible and liberating framework for 

understanding differences and strengths.  It offers insights into how we see 

and interact with the world, our motivations and the motivations of others.  

This creates a strong foundation for personal growth and development, 

underpinning enhanced personal effectiveness.  



THANK YOU FOR READING! 

 

 
 
The next magazine will be out on the 29th December. 

 

If you have anything you would like to contribute to next month’s 

magazine, please pass it on to Caroline Fielding - 

withingtonmethodistnews@gmail.com 

 

If you would like to receive a digital copy of the magazine please email - 

withingtonmethodistnews@gmail.com 

mailto:withingtonmethodistnews@gmail.com
mailto:withingtonmethodistnews@gmail.com


Withington Methodist Church 

 

439 Wilmslow Road, Withington, Manchester, M20 4AN 

Office Tel: 0161 445 0804  email: wmcoffice@btconnect.com 

www.withingtonmethodistchurch.org 

 

Editor: Caroline Fielding/ Giselle du Toit - withingtonmethodistnews@gmail.com 

Minister: Rev Krystyna Kwarciak 

 

Sunday Services 

 

Morning Worship* and Junior Church: 10:45 am 

Evening Worship*: 6:30 pm 
*for Holy Communion see inside cover 

 

Regular Activities 

 

Monday Monday Monkeys – 10:00am - 11:30am 

Tuesday Tuesday Tots – 10:00am - 12 noon 

 Tuesday morning coffee fellowship see inside cover 

Wednesday Rainbows – 5:30 - 6:30pm 

 Brownies – 6:30 - 8:00pm 

Thursday Needles & Yarns craft group – 2-4pm 

Friday Men's Club – 2:00 - 4:30pm 

Saturday Contact Centre – 2:30 - 4:30pm 

  

About Withington Methodist Church 
We are a community of people who meet to worship God every Sunday morning and evening (see 

inside cover for details). Our services are open to all. At our morning service, we have both a crèche 

and Junior Church available for children ('All Age Worship' will only have the crèche as older children 

are welcomed into the main service). 

During the week we have various other activities & organisations meeting at our premises. We have 

two toddler groups a week and are open weekday mornings for anyone to have a coffee and a chat. 

Our craft group meets on Thursday afternoons for anyone who wants to bring a craft or learn a new 

one. We have various rooms available for hire for anything from a once off hourly basis to a long term 

let, please speak to the Church Office for details, or email withingtonmethodistnews@gmail.com. 
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